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PREFACE 



In 1G18, thanks to the President of the Post- 
Graduate Council in Arts, a course in Ancient. 
Indian History and Culture was introduced Ter 
the M.jL decree of the Calcutta University, nr.il 
various lecturers were appointed to teach the 
various subjects falling under it. Thus a young 1 
promising scholar had been appointed tn tc?Lnli 
w NtumSTUalios,” which formed part of “ Arch mo- 
logy/ one of lLc Groups comprised in this corns*, 
JJ* W&fl plaood under ma for some time for being 
trained to the subject. He was working Ter j 
1 1 :b l'lL a but just when he was fit and ready to 
lecture on r; Numismatics/ circurnatanoes forced 
him to leave us. As there was none else in the 
University at that time who was sufficiently 
conversant with this subject, thera was no r*. 
course left hut for me to (each it, I wjs therefore 
compelled to devote my special attention to at, 
I was not, however, sCrry for It. For that Con,’ 
Tinned no*, OuOO again, that thcra was hard It 
any Held connected with the Ancient Indian 
History and Culture, where research work wim 
not possible, Wheu I began to revise my kuow- 
Jodgaof numiiamatice with the object of preparing 
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injs&lf to lecture to the classes I thought IlniL 
if flfag practically nn f-x halted field, containing 
hardly any iscopc for further work. Hood, 
however,. I was- LinElMciv r ed } and found that «vril 
h-hl'I! much new and good work wa. a x>ossilile. 
This work, of course, T hurl to do, when I was 
lecturing to tka rr Archaeology class. As some 
of soar crandOfiionA »ud points of view were 
thought by ray friends to bo inUseaa ting and 
worth planing before acbolftM-, they were em- 
hoditd in a course of tire lectures which J 
delivored Saat sold action before the public in the 
Univenilty. ]L is, thi^e lectures that have been 
published in this volume, and 1 am glad they are 
now before scholars for their chum tpuctive and 
helpful eiiticisrn. 

T Li-h Index j[ thin relume ha^ boon kindly 
prepared by 3fr, JatcLidranjUb flunorjea, M-A. r 
who is now lecturing on Numismatics 11 to (he 
lf Archeology IJ Claes of the U nivcreifcy. In regard 
t,n the proof- rending Hinrl the great help I required 
jo the preparation of these Lectures, T am indebted 
to Habu Uftnigopal Ifajumdur, W r A. f who was 
my pupil Mine time ago and ia now one of my 
Assistants in the University. 
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IltFCHKEAJ&CE OF THE STTEf GT KlTHBIUTICa 

Numisma-Giis, as you ure nil aware, is a 
iseiienoo which treats of coins. Before, lirtvrgT&r, 
we begin. our study of Ibis seiestee,, the question 
must arise: wlaat is the importance of tbia 
study for tho purpose id the ancient history of 
India, This question is natural. because it is 
generally belie V ad that numismatics merely 
00 ti firms. biatorV hut seldom modifies or amplifies 
at. It [quhL hu noted, huiverer, that tlda remark 
holds good io tlm case of The history r>P other 
countries, only, feet not of India. 'No cno- 
beefed written history of this country for any 
periud prior to the Muhammadan etmquRst has 
com# down to us. Wo IhQi.'aryra liuvy to COU’ 
struot if us htat us wc can out of the materials 
at our disposal These tetoag to two main, 
classes^ tlift first of which consists <jf content- 
poraneorsa works whether Written as panegyrics 
by Hindu authors or an descriptive accounts 
hy foreign travellers and hLslociariH. The second 
etaas of materials is; oi a. morn im^rLmi. mature, 
and comprises epigraphy and umnlsmatlcit, Ia 
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the construction of the ancient history of India, 
coins Loire ther-ufoi'e £o be classed with in scrip- 
tin n 5 in, pcint gf importance ^ uiuismatics is 
thus Ilka epigraphy an Important sourou of 
nutrient Indian history ; lii oLL-ht ivonla, ii belpg 
us to construct history ami iHhsk not merely 
ogfralwratB it. 

If liumismatu-H is thus h, ggaircfi of history, ns 
important ns epigraphy itself, can it lie shown, 
it may bft &sksd, ba shed light mi the diflgrant 
aspects of the ancient Indian history? lait 
us take the Political History first., It is hardly 
necessary for me to dwell on this point, because 
many of you are already awaco Lou 1 much 
beholden Political History is to L t: i.n Rcicuce. 
In a bout of the ancient history ol Tndii^ haw 
of Leu ira mail nhaut the ludo- ihuhr j&n Grech, 
.1 u d;j- Eky i.h Jin, I n ila-Parthian & n d Ki mb & m kings, 
irhusR might oy&T&badaived the north of India, 
from about 2J5(j lt.fi, to about flflf! A.l>. and who 
were citlicr ruling oon Cerminouslr o r pj_i lj.n l, 
each ocher in succession? TThoi would have 
been on r knowledge of thu Indq-Eactrian Greek 
princes, jf u c had not had their coins to help 
u&? Of course, some Greek historians, like 
dy sdu and Strabo have preserved an account 
of seine of them, hut this account is of four or 
iivf princes only and rnnge* scarcely over half 
a century. On t.he other hand, s. study of their 
coins reveals to ns no lets than thirty-seven 
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Bitch Greek princes, 1 wboae su-ay extends over 
two centuries and a half. The mmliiitm of their 
ccjftlenijK)rimoQu& barliaiien potentates, rr*., the 
Indo-Scythians/ 1 ttm even worse, TVlio would 
have heard at all of Vononos, BjsftJImes, 
SpaJahoPK, 9pa3agadamea s Azo* r, A^iljSRs. and 
Asses II, 58 their coins had not beta found? 
Certainly rug hiKfcorisn or travelled 1 , Indian 
or foreign. has pre&erpEd any remlniscenoeB 
of them. Again, it is ibetr aoins which 
iioi only "ive us tli eiv nanees but ntan 
enable us to Cis: their order of suceesaiDnA 
The In do -Parthian a, -who nrerthreir the Indo- 
seythians, do not mm^tu to have fared better* 
Of course, there in nn epigraphy: record of 
Qondophares, the founder of the T nio-PiuTlhian 
dynasty, and tln*ra is *1™ :i reference to him, 
porhap-g of a [Lull ntoLis elmmctnr, preserved in 

the Symc TprRion of ill h Legend nf ihf} Christian 
Apostle, Saint Tbonuis. nut what shoot hit 
successor?, Abdg&'apH , Orlhagnte, Pakores and 
so forth F IP coins of theisfi latter bad not been 
recovered, should we hp.ro ever known anything 
about them? It is true that in regard fo the 
Rushania wc ere lucidly iu possession of a 

1 MWtf„ E..&. 

3 I liAkd *.vi iii (£v V*ti:tli2i<i m in.lirr hTi ■“!’ [rdr-Siftli'iit. 
jly i«u»n<. liiiT! fc«t lorlt. in. Jit., 391 1 JS. n i{f. 

■ I wii tb? fi[K lT5 St tba D”lflr uf nmnn'oa in JSSJUf , 
Ilf, Z±-i £ t.. irhiiis ■wu DHUiKad l.qr rite- hit Bn " A. EiT.Lrbi i,i 
%0M9., EHW, SB £ ft. 
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fairly large unrulier of Eiw^riptitms nf Kumshka, 
HuTisUta and Yflsudeva. Rut wh&t about their 
im mediate predecessors, Kujula Kadpbise? and 
Wema KaJphiuufl, who were tlie first to eiilabligh 
and propagate K ll H- lihLiiii Biipretnacy ? Are we 
net indebted] for our knowledge of thess rulers 
to the study of t-heir coinage? Perhaps the 
jttoat important service done by mumifimatAca 
£o political history is in connection svitli the 
Western. Kshatrapas who rul&d over Kith ij war 
and liuptfL The founder of this dynasty was 
Cliashian:*, who has l!e$n. 3 der.tio¥d ivith Tias-tenes 
of Dzene (Ujjaui), mentioned by Ptolemy ami 
iiiia been assigned to Circa 13# A,D. Here ton, 
as Eh the ease o£ the Indo-Uact rian Greek 
prince many namei of the Eghatrapa rulers 
haife haen leveaiotl by their coins, which, 
na they ^Iva the name and title not 
only of the ruler hut also of his father, and, 
what is must important, specify daLes,- enable 
us to avrangn tlinm in their order qf succession 
and to determine -some-times even the gTcact year 
in. which one Kahotrapa rule? whk auacaaded by 
another. 1 Nay, a caroful study oi their coins 
enables Us even to find on S where and On What 
three occasions there was a break in the direct 
line from Cbashlana. 

Let ns now turn tc tho Admin Egtrative His toev 
of India and see whether the study oi coins has 
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over proved to lie of any use th-Hre 1 hope you 
have irot forgotten file two InyLures on Admiuis- 
Iralive History w h lcL I delivered here two years 
ago, I had then occasion to bring into requi- 
sition the Tanaua item 4 of information snip plied 
on this point by Indian numistniitio&. Especially 
in the second oE these lectures,, which was 
concerned with tin* Sarnghn form of gc-mm- 
tuu.it I drew your proimneut attention -to three 
types of Cnllegin-tc Sovereignty tie noted by the 
ici'Uis Gaya, Xaizama and Jminpada.. Goj^n, I 
then tutd you, iyhs 032 oligarchy and thus a 
d,tHL:Tn:t pnliLinai form of joTCfnsaont. This con- 
clusion was ia the main based upon Oho [iter 107 of 
the Hiuti piivva 11 oE t he 1 T &, h sHante,, hn t teeni mil 
oorrohamtion From what ws 7m pw from n-jmis- 
nmtieft, At loiSrft throe types of coins have bwn 
brought to light which were issued by thtpe 
difleicat Gagas, uw., the MfilavaSj Yaudboynw 
and VrEahpis-. 1 Tljitt all of thorn wata fl ag h a 
wim already known to m from inscriptfoTifl anti 
Kmititpi's Arthasiiateffc, Ami ifc- may, therefore,, 
perhaps be argued thatthasc colas Leach ns notbinc! 
new. Nevertheless., it must he acknowledged that 
they possess great corroborative False, which 
cap not 1 m ignomrl in a subject coEnacfcail with 
AdirtlnbdnddYfl History, which is still in its infancy^ 
Although in reject o:' GaSja timnisraalks dues not 
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thus furnish ns ^ Lth now information, its value in 
respect ol Llw uther forms of BaipgliJi government 
Cllsmdt 1:-n d«r. ir?:l . Tu that s huollJ l«L:i Lire of mine 
on Administrative EMua% I clearly shown 
that side by side with oligarchy,, democracy of a 
two-fold kitul was flourishing in ancient Indigene 
staled Naigama which urn ecaflucJ for a town, 
and tho oilier Janapada which esiendoH oyer a 
province, Of course, I am not here referring to 
the pmr&r which the people o£ town& and provin- 
ces, called Fakt-a and Junapadn respectively, 
sometimes wielded in the Administration nf >5 
country, and whieb i.v often aliodad to in thenpica 
&ud sometimes in work? on law, lmt which was 
never nf a .political ch&raete: - . I am here referring 
to those oitic> und count idea which enjoyed political 
an Lonomy a nd w how* ex Lsteuee lias been attested 
by Cnias alone. I hope you remember I mention- 
ad one type of coins found in the Punjab On the 
obverse o£ which you find the word Negcmoj 
yaitjamSJf, and cm the remorse such namea 
as Dojaka, Tslimata, AtakeiflAft and so forth, 
and told yen that they were really ihe civic coins 
struck by the peoples ol these cities. 1 This, no 
doubt, rimiL’id^ ua of similar ■uoltiages' o T PfjouBca, 
Cyisicus and other Greek cities* E and further 
points, to tbs fact that the Naigama or civic 
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autonomy was as conspleuomi among the Hindus 
of the old Punjab as among the Greeks on the 
Western coast o£ Asuft Miner. That a, country 
au Eonomy* or Jaunpacla as it was called, was not 
unknown bo India is similarly clear iium * gt-udv 
of coin a only. Thus wc bttvy two type? of 
coins j one of which was iasu&d by the TCitjonya 
Jiuiapada. and the other by the Sibi Janapada 
of the HndhynmLkii country. 1 A few other 
interesting facts cotmucLcJ with Administrative 
History are also revealed by numismatics, hut 
it will fake me long to mention there. Two 
administrative puzzles furnished by it I will, 
however, mention here by way ot curiosity, 
These of yon who have critically examined 
the coins of the Indo-ScyLkiau dynasty mus" have 
already hcon faced with ona of these pussies. 
Four kiags-d Ibis family are Spdirises, Aaes 1, 
AzlUse? and Azes TL Now, the peculiarity of 
the Mins of these princes is that- of« mid above 
those each issue? in his name alone, he strikes 
coins conjointly with his predecessor and his 
successor, but with this difference that in tho flrat 
Case bis name appears on the KbarodLtb [ rsvcr-ie 
and that at' his predecessor on the Greek obverse, 
and in the second hia name on the Greek 
obverse and that of his auccessoron the Kharoahthr 
reverse. Wiiat i-s, however, puzzling is that the 
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titles of thu prince on the Greek obverse are of 
pmatly the same political rank as those of the 
prince o]] the Kb&rabtbT r«yerafc Thus to take 
olu> instance, sti., thnt of k^m T and AzHiS45, the 
former i& styled Ba&ileoz Rm Hem Mtgalcto Awn 
and the latter MaJuimjcjn r-tjamyasa muhalmu 
HeL-otho titles Mahamja rot/waya 
tiwkata, whEch hnmi been coupled with the nami 
of AyLlisct, i. e., Asilfaffi* ftru- Lhe exact traalslattho 
in Prakrit of the Greek title* Basiled * : 
it hffa-lou associated with the name of Aaes. The 
tides are thus ax.ictly identical showing apparent- 
ly that the two riders wielded tho same degiroe 
of political power, BuL how i* thin possible? 
because Azilises is the heir-apparent aud Aecs 
the real king. According to Hindu polity a 
YuvarStja eaunot pessihiy he aligned £o the same 
pfllitEeal rank as his father iha MahAraja. Such 
was also not the case with the many foreign 
tcilves who established. a kingdom iu India. Take. 
e. ff. t the £sh*tvap& dynasty which hold sway 
oyer Kathiawar and "Nfalwa. and Uj which I have 
already ™furred inconoectEon with hhc light which 
numismatics throxva ou political history. Hero 
on their cuius and in their insert ptior.K the actual 
ruler es inTftviahly designated Matokishatrapn-aud 
tun heir-apparent merely Ksh&trapa. Hence it be- 
comes in.OE.pl icable how iu the cbsd of the Impe- 
riaL ludo^uythiaui dyassty the king and the 
pL-iuce-royal come to assume titles of precisely 
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toe political giradA* Tbi-3 knotty point I 
hope ionjrj. one of you will bo able to boIvd one duy r 
Ru much for tme admirai^ratiYe puzzk present- 
ed by Mm KhEiay of numismatics. 1 will u-mv place 
another lvefere you, 1 shah liars come to » aome- 
wli&t Later period, niz., the Gupta period, nod fix 
your attention on the coins of the foundered this 
dynasty. On the obvoreo are tlie figures of a kinij 
nod bis tiucon. who from the legends appear to-bo 
no Other than Chandragupta I Lind his wile 
7<L.Limfi radar r, and on the ix versa the kgtmd "baa 
Livfi c?i h-aectgaff, i.c. the Lichckh&Yis. What is 
the significance o[ Lhosja mimes ? Tho^e u-bo 
arc hUmwinstMte need not be told (.hat as the 
name of ill e Lichohhsms boenrs oil the reverse, 
they had evidently lufcoma subordinate id 
Chan drag uptrt I, But btuv did they come to 
occupy this Muhcrd inato position ? Did Chandra- 
gnptn conquer them ? This doe? not appear 
to be. possible, because kits sooi Siumidragopta 
call? lumscll with pride JAchdkkiftfalMihltrn, 
“the daughter V scm of a Lickehhurf. ” TLia 
LicheahavL father-in-law of Chandraguptn could 
not huvo boon a ruler of Tfep&I ns conjectured 
by Dr. Fleet, BefiH’e the conquest of Nepal the 
Lidachhavis according- eq their tradition ruled at 
Piiflhpapara or Rltaliputra, and this is confirmed 
hr one c.E the >"ep»l LUKCj'Ipl.xji:'. published hy 
Pandit f&AgffftTtktl Eudlftji' The lichohhaYis, 
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you tucm , weea an oligarchic kibe and confuted 
not of one but of many chiefs who ruled 
conjointly , 1 How could they Imvc Income 
subordinate to ChandraguptiH, even through thi: 
matrimonial alUfflaea c This is the isal puazle 
presented by Chandragupta’s coins. Perhaps 
the eolation ss rliAt bn was alrft&dy married to 
a Liclichliitrt princess, and In some battle or 
through some such cam-strophe ail the 
Lichckhavi chiefs and their heirs were killed p 
leaving do male issue behind and leaving the 
whole stftic as patrimony to XnmamdfiVi, queen 
of Chaniragiipta. Kiunfliudevi thus through 
succession came tu be l.he ruler of Ffikaliputra 
and the surrounding Li eh eh bay i territory, aud, 
being a Hindis wife, her h unbend wns naturally 
wsnfiiftlfld with her in this rule. But that 
Knmfirfldeyi w&* an aohifll ruler is scon from 
the fact that along with ChfifidrtigTipta’B her 
•figure appears on the obverse of hiK coins, 
I do net claim any finality for the solution 
X have proposed. I have no doubt that 
some One amongst you will suggest a betid 1 
Eolation. 

We mott turn to the sphere of Historical 
Geography and see wllnt light numismatics 
throws on It. In this connection thy coins 
issued by the odd republic? of atrpi^n i India arc 



i CL. ]4r-H. 




lecture i n 

TKTjf - useful. 1 &hall giro hurts two or ibr&e 
InRitH-tLC :>-a only. 

We know that the Yau&heyaii wen; an 
oligarchic trills cud are men Honed in inscrip- 
tions ea being opposed to RudradSman about 
150 A.D. and. :o S&omdrtkgupta about iJ!30 A, IX 
They have also been referred. to in the hf&ba- 
hhifata and Iiy Panliui .- 1 But Ehe question 
arises : Irhtre ana Uusy to he located ? It iii 
scarcely ueoesaavy for me l® read i lid you of 
Pflqiui's SULtra, Jmicpndf %> (IV. 9. SI), accord- 
ing to which the name ct * tribe at people 
serves also as Lhe name of the country occupied 
by them. IIuucs when the question is wkdd : 
‘ fflllti'S arc too Yaiulheyms to be located,' it ]s 
also meant ' which ivels tile province occupied 
by thorn ?* >Vk-, tbs ftmivei 1 to tills qucrtior. 
cjui he given only by to sir CDinH, by telling 
into consideration ton lor^litics when! lire coins 
have been found. And wc know that their 
coiiia 1 are found In the Extern Punjab, and ell 
over the country between the Sutluj and, datmin 
Iti r ora. Two larco finds have liefin made at 
Ronpath, between l>elbi and Kariml. 1 f It is 
this knowledge supplied by numismatics that 
enabled Sir Alexander Cunningham to fdeutffy 
the Yrt udH e.y^. rightly I think, with toe Johiyas 
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settled along both lmiits of the Sutlej — which 
purl is consequently known as Jdiiya-b&r, 

We know, Hgsin, horn epigraph io recorn & 
that the MAtaVas wore another tribe with 
oligarchic form of govern mem. The present 
province of Malwa. which w in Control India 
was doubtless named alter them when ihey 
were settled there. Uut \iOi cat this province 
came to bo called MSUvfl after the Mal&vus we 
do not exactly bn ow, but certainly not till the 
Gupta period. - In the time of Alexander, how- 
ever, they warn rutiled Romairhern In the 
Punjab and have linen referred to an the Matloi 
republic by the Greek historians who accom- 
panied him. Certainly the JlHjav&H must 
have mi grated through tLc- intermediate region* 
before they passed from t lie Punjab to- Central 
India. Put it may he asked ; Ik there Any 
evidence a;? to what, this intervening province 
was through which they moved southwards ? 
This evidence is furnished by llieii coins, which , 
as we know, have heed picked np in largo 
numbers in Uie south-east part of the Jaipur 
State called NElgar-cbiil in EajputiLDfl.. As the 
coins hurc icii.nd liiigu in data Irosn circa lol) 
IkC.. Lo circa 2nd A .13., yyb may naasonnlily 
hold that in this periodtihe Ud&tavaH h+nl estab- 
lished themselves in this province and must 
have Irten in occupation of that region when 
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iOi !■ .V,r, Tisha vodilta, aon-io-law of the. 
Ksliutupa XaliH^l.u Uj, defcatisd Ltitmi, 1 wa leutm 
fcom * Nfeik tia-vo inscription. They wens not 
then fm- distant from pusbk&r noar A.jmfer, 

The migrations of the ^Talaras remind ns of 
LLli: migrations of another people which taro 
been brought to light by their coins, I mean 
thy ^iljis uhose (joins liava been found in and 
near Nagarl not far from Cb[torp;']i in Raj, 
pntrana and n-hn have been called not a Gann but 
FjanaparhL, Of course, bom the Mahflbliii'ata 
and aim from on inscription we know that the 
lathis originally belonged to the Punjab, 6 hut 
corns show that some of them were settled in 
the Chiton'll d].-,U'jct shortly before Christ. 
It is eurinuH, ImweTer, that the jmiviriceso 
occupier! by them k not catted tilLi after them, 
out ^ Emlti s'llijj tlifl., as i] 0 ,i[« dear from their 
min legend, In o^e of my lee Lures, I informed 
you tli at the province of -Undliyaiuikii has been 
mentioned Loth m the 3 f aim 'oharu ta and Yura- 
hiLinlhmfcV Baikal- Hath h il&* And. t-lliM L Madhya 
iniM svas; in I'twiiiy tlm ntune u£ both Lho 
province und its principal tnivn aa Avanti and 
Ayerlbyii no doubt ware. Thecoma thus enable 
LIS to identify the city of MmlbyAmifcJ), WSLh. 
Uagarl, nem 1 Chitorgash, which, as I Lava 

t tflLS,Tu, 

’ VJ^. =, tSM> 

1 CJC., Ijfl, i, 8 ; Elii-i. 
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elsewhere shown, oantains tho rums of 3 Jargn 
town . 1 TLh sitjuiiiuiijte uf i.l l ideatiiLcitLion 
will flash ™ you, Yon ar& a wars tlini Fatafijali 
in hii J£ti(i5£ha&&p& gives two instances of 
iati, cmth, urmmfJ= Yamnaff Soffit {ini atirl 
Madkyauiikaftn^ Ld allow that 
thy past, event. deeded by Lliisf hi( must be 
su,oh iH is capable of being witnessed by the 
speaker. PAtafljali tluis evidently gives us 
to audnrstand that the city o£ Madhyanuk,& was 
lnMUgeJ by a Yuvana m- Oreek pvmce shortly 
before he wrote. And naturally ouriogjty cen- 
tred round the location of this Madliyamiklt. 
This curiosity, ire know was gratified bv tho 
study of e-uius only, i.t-., by die occurrence of the 
narua Hadhyniullul mi ’.La cuiiiH of Llie Sibi Jana- 
pad a. We Elms sou that tlii^. Mad hymn ikn can 
lie no other than Kagan itself, as far south m 
which jp.ln.-ce tiie Greek prince, whosoever lie was* 
pushed forward in his eipeditimii nf conquest 
when Ealufijali lived. nnd wrote. 

So much for tlw Sight which numismatica 
sheds on the ancient Geography of India, Let 
us now see what its utility is for the "History of 
E elision, Ibeligious history is of two kinds, rur,, 
socio-religiouv and mytho-ralijioue. W& shall 
fiial. Donfitie ouv attention, briefly, oi course, to 
socio- religious history, The uniat important 
fact in Lais connection is tho adoption o* Hindu 
A JtJtBl,, jsj nne tt 
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rol i eiai i by, amt absurptum inti R in-rlM Society 
erf, the foreign tribes which poured into India 
from time L) time, This subject has beta 
handled at Cull length by me in a paper entitled 
Fowifftt Elements ill the S^ldu- pQpttftif iQliJ ICpi- 
graphie records am of gunot ieriice m SbE* rtajund, 
b Lit numismatics i* Li y no ujmns far bebfod, 
What U noteworthy horn is that not only did 
xhe&e foi^isiiiiijna embrace Hinduism, i Bud- 
ctb i&T?n Or Brail jiiimisin, but tlmt scmm of them 
also actually adopted Hindu name'. Thus fioii- 
dopliaietj the founder ut Ltie Indo Partbiani 
dynaetyj has ona t^pe nf coins on lliy reverse of 
whinli figure!’ Sivi holding a trident . 1 Similarly 
m at least two types of coins erf TTcjuji liadphises, 
the H^aoud ruler of the Kush ass family, we find 
Siva bearing a- Lpidimt, HHnuLim-es with, his hull 
Nfindin behind (tad eo-meiinaea with gourd and 
tiger akin , 11 TEcie thou we have two fOLudgn 
hinge who had bilCOmu worshippers af Sivu and 
consequently foilowm'a of Brahmanism. The 
ease was. however, different with Wenia Kadptii- 
ses' successors, Ka.nfahlr.a, Haviahlta and Vfiaa- 
devn- TTera we notice gF«i t eclecticism praotised 
by tlmsL- Ktithfiaa ruder* in the matter of religion.? 
faith. We find very few Crj-eek, many Iranian,, 
and only some Hindu divinities selected for 

5 fd„ ISIlpTMriff 

* iurcosirr , L-iiin.^1 SQJ,; jfijA, Luca, sas , nrpj/ r_, i.si-2, 
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warship. Tills indicates a curioue religions cast 
of mind with those K-imliuna sovertdgus, and ihfa 
sort nF eclecticism we never hmi ngnin in the reli- 
gions history of India. But be it noted that this 
singular trait of religion mind evinced hy Mnsje 
KnslliflDfte in deducing a jjflotheoti of their own 
by a selection from among the deities of various, 
religious, which is of extreme importance For t!;e 
religious history u£ any country. is made known 
to ns for xhe tLrst time not by epigraphy but 
numismatics only, Now, among the Indian divi- 
nities worshipped by these fnrtfigfcora the most 
pte-eminenr. is, oi course, Buddha, who, how ever, 
figures indubitably on rbe coins of KAnishba 
alone. There fa nothing strange in til fa *v- 
Kanifihka is looked upon aa a patron of Buddhism. 
There can be no doubt in regard to llm identity 
of Bnddha Oil Kanishlia’g Coins as he bos been 
actually so named on them. And this fa n very 
important piece el in formation and convey nd 
to os by niioiisinatios only,. because this is the 
^s&rLfagt human ropresantaikm of Buddha 1 known 
to ns so for winch can ho assigned to thu roign 
of any paTticmlftV king. Although Kanishka 
was a devotee of Buddha, be had not given up 
the Kuslienp. family worship oi ^ira, which iron 



■ i'flihajs th.li gain iicii hi inn :<ign si M pn0:'i;r&£-7 KDdnjihei, 
Li^h.ii)a rot rota.typt «i *Jrieli l>ii whid ji nicgOik lial wliiefc i’* 

r'h.f-r In '■ -in r ,i icnintr 1 -,r, hi-Tn, liu an lLc nh'/Ar-i. KniMIni 
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ll'e j appears ull some of his codas , 1 and iiLsg on 
t hear? of B/.ivishka and YtL&udevi. Th« name, of 
Ihb ced, as k appears on Choir coins, ecmaitts of 
four Greek letters o 1 L p 0 * which has jmsslad 
m any uutia isrna tieu , They av& a] I eony] need that 
the god so jfcpi'OSCLitod is no uthor than fiiva p but 
Ilia name jule btLlllud ail tJiair attempt at dgoE- 
pbftimeut. Some ulltfliimaUatt; cquatyi it with 
LJgtSi (SlVb ), 1 boiiiu see in iLaurtiH cd ii ti not Eon with 
ttksfian or tij'iNhn* t.ho hull of ^iva, and others 
take it to stand £oi' "niiav ^^- 1 But- none of these 
rendin sa ean be considered aatL-.fjictmy, because 
the word fiksktni or v^lsh<t- by can hardly 
dmioLe $E\a, nnd JJJj&i esa mill Ugra, although 
they art naims o£ Siva, can hardly he represented 
in sound by the fear Gregl: oharaoters. 3 Tow, 
th^ flewmd of tbesH four letter? * se 1 hrwc ju?.b 
said is E- Knowing its nu imamatiata do how II 
is co u fou tided wi:h \\ Lji flic K ns liana period, 
I ieei mo hesitation in veadine the let-tern to he 
omP o h and toting them to stood for Unigiv 
The worship of Siva seerai; to hare hcien conti- 
nued by the § oy tho-SraBaniaoH who amseemded 
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the Kustoanas, We thus have goim-i of Vmlimn, V 
{A.E- 122-lift), Lho reverw of whiyh bears 
^itjl and bull , 1 Tlii* Sira- bait tyre is afterwards 
found on the on ina of only one king, ms., SsSiuta, 
king of Gauija (. 1 . 1 ? . (300-625) But Sira is 
not the only divinity that was worshipped. Other 
deities connected with him are found mp reseat- 
ed cither jointly or Eevendly on the coins of 
Hurialrka* E’ir.j Shanda, Kumara, Vid&kha and 
MahiiaCTi a. Nay, an instance is aaf wanting of 
even the bull of 3 itji being worshipped by these 
forei^nej-ii. Thas OH eome iiotna of M ihirfikulit, 
the caost powerful liana potentate, wu bvR a 
bulb emblem "of Siva -with the legend J&ynfit 
Vfi&hoJi on the re-verso. J 

Is regards the Adoption of Biadu names,., 
there is but one instance among fcb« foreign 
princes sc- far noted, r iz„ Yssudeva, successor 
of Huvtshka.' But if you turn 60 the Kehatraps- 
dynasty which held SurSahtra nnd Mitwa, you 
will find 6 l:ar except two all the twenty, seven 
nausea of these rule™ supplied, to us bj their 
coins are distinctly Hindu. TEse founder of 
thh family was, of course^ Chaeblano, and his 
father's nfl-me was Y^amotilre. Both those 
names are Soychic and therefore Foreign. But 
immediately aft&v Chastauft we begin to net- a 

1 J'C- pi ET, tfo. IE. 

1 own., i4T. 
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s Ll‘ i u g of Hindu names, such as J&yndElmaji, 
Rudrad&man and so forth, and lis if to remind us 
that these Hindu namei* were Lmutih by princes 
of alien extraction, We 15 nd Immediately u£t« 
Hudrudflman the name Dam ays &d a, about whose 
foreign origin no doubt can arise. 

Let us now sec whether n stiady of coins 
oau prflte itsd! iisnl ul in the spbcrw dE my thy 
religious history. A short wljjle ago I told you 
that Gondophares and the Knshana rulers ware 
devotees of ^iy& and that this god. w&a rcpre- 
&fttihi! j l an the revGrae of their coins. Evidently 
Sivn here fig ares as sm object of worship. But 
how ifl Siva worshipped noro-a-daye t Dp ih.e 
Hindus worship this deity under his man-like 
reprsaontadou, ki?. r do they worship his image 
holding a trident t:id tiger-skin end .standing 
near his bull, as we no doubt Hud .him. on the 
00J4W o£ these Indo-Scy thin li king a : Do they 

noi inyevrtahiy wQuhip him under tins form of 
Litnra ? Oi course, images of Smia* on these 
coins are by no means unknown at the present 
day or even as Ear back ?v? the posi^Guptfl pa- 
rind, but certainly they are not now, and wars 
never then, objects of worship. On the coins 
of these foreign ralert, becrtvtu - , the figure of 
Siva has no aigni fica.uce ercept as an objected 
worship, and yoi we find on them not ll Lings 
hut a regular representation oE Siva. This 
dearly shows th&Gup to the time of the Kush an a 
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kin » Vftsnidflrtt at: hut rate, Sira worship 
had licit- come go Lhs identified ivihU Lidga wor- 
ship. Of course , from PfltaajaL’a Mttfi&bhtwhya 
on Phijjii.l’s Stil.ru, jteifa&f'ihe ch-apa-ity# wo learn 
IbjiG till Ills time, Le., the middle of the seoonrl 
century JB.Ch, on image of Siva and not phallus- 
was made for lnoiship . 1 .T.int now we know thui 
till the seventh cent my A,!),., at any rate, Siva, 
in hie humao, form continued to he woi'sMpped, 
though already in. the beginning of th e Gupta 
period phallus worship was hemg foisted on the 
Siva, cult. And, in fact, the HSL-lio^t reprteLiUti- 
tion of Liigit that has- been found in a Saivu 
temple is at GuditmtHam in South India, and, 
on c-ho grounds of plastic av", il Cannot pataibly 
lie* assigned lc any date prior £o the 4 th century 
A.ll And even here, it is worthy of note* you. 
do nut si-.u a route Liftgi, hut also a nfantltng 
figure of Siva attached to it in front 1 showing 
clearly that oven in this period the representa- 
tion of Sha itjin not entirely forgotten and was 
not norupletely supplanted hy Liaga . 3 Another 

; JfsflBis., j:rr, a*. 
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f'firy early represeTit-itirm of phallus is that sup 
plied by ilie Linga stout; found near the village 
of JiaLmncJaarjA. anti in^cM-J oh the base.' The 
epigraph is dated 117 ^LU., anti 

spetkfc of the Tj'iiga as Bhagavun MaLadcva. 
showing a clear ideutifioftfioQ o: phallus with &va 
in this instance. But it mutt Imre taken ?ooi re- 
time longer for the phallus to completely snpar- 
_ L ,i ; lLu And supplant. elII OVur India. I Sis; human 
form of Siva As an object of worship, For !§lva 
in his human representation certainly wti™, 
at I bare s&Ad above, cn the coins of Sag&bka 
wild flourished in fhe first half lof the seventh 
century A, P. 

th* ciorunri «■!!•, Ml *W' lurLfcinit I r JirnTl.,;! Into Kirlm tiljll fcllPFi 

of LtieenLDcJ the Eni-imr, hin^-. v Viiii tj, (cirw !S0 A.n.J GrinMIiv 
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Connected with are the Toijp gotta, 

Ska^da. KnmjU'H. Yifiikhfl. and MaJifisena. They 
tire, however, regarded .it present as only four 
different names of otto and the same god, c-fe, 
EjurLtkeya. The well-known two VGraes of the 
AmarakosJm, which include these names, ar& 
taken afl filling sevenreen, nniriefl of ilii.** d«itv. 
In ancient times,. however, these four names 
denoted four ditTment. gods. Of course, the paE- 

sage from Pa Lin j a fi rs Mit/iR MUi ftytt-, wll ich I hilV C 
juai referred in and ivbiell if^iculcs of im lln-i^o ot 
Siva made for woreliip, speak* aiso o£ Sfcnuda and 
Visiikhfl iu that connection. This indicates that 
images not onlj 1 of Siva but also of Skarula and 
Yi^ukha were made in Fataijali'?. lime for wor- 
ship, TI Krc> both SliAndft am i Yisakha have 
been mentioned, Certainly, if these two names 
bad LbnuUd hut #. flingfe deity, PiLanjuii wCjLlM. 
have mentioned only oce, but iw he lias used 
i-wo namca, it ia elenr that Shan Ha ;md Visfihhn 
must denote two di BFeL L ent gocia. Put- let us see 
what coins teach ns on this point. Those of you. 
who have- studied the Hushana coinage need not 
In told that wc have tiro types oi HiivieLkaTi 
coins n bieh olte -of ^reyt Interest to ns in 1b la 
connection. One type henna on the reverse throe 
gods wbn have been named S-X'nnda, Knm&ra 
ami Visjiklia, and another, four gods named 
Miranda, Kumflja, YLiuitcha and MabOBBOft. 1 As 
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ail lliHsu mLLiiett have hficIl a figure CiUTrfcapondiiag 
to ft. ta it poasible to doubt that Skanda, 
Kucofija, VisJtkbit and HrfnharSenn represent £ou r 
different gods? Thu GOLna thud convey to uS atL 
impOrUiui piafiB r>f mythological knowledge, 

which we do- not yet know from aty other 
soarcs. Huviakhn, moat of you aie aware, 
flo limbed in the second halt of the second cen- 
tury A. D., and the Aro&i'akoshR. i a now-s-daya 
Ijsinjf aligned to the -tth century A, D. 1 As 
the interval between, ttio two is not very great, a 
doubt may naturally aiisa ns to whether we are 
right in taking the two verses from the Amara- 
koslra as giving us seventeen natuus of only one 
gtnL, vir., Kirtikeya. The two votebe in ques- 
tion consist of four lines, and strange to s&y f 
a one of these lines mentions mors than one ol 
the four guds Skill da, Itumlu*, YiS&khn and 
Mfths^en^i- Thus Lhe iirat lfn« h&« Mahtaena. 
the second Stranda, L3i« third Yj sakha, and the 
fourth Kumara only, Had we not rather cake 
each line separately and say that it really 
intends ratting forth the different names of each 
am of these four gods instead of saying as wo 
Llhw-ej heen doing up till now that all the four 
liuss together give aevuntecn umih^ of fine and 
the some gud f 

You will thus see what light is thrown and 
on what various aspects oil the ancient history 
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of India by tla-e study of coins. But it- is 
impwaiblej I am afraid, io perceive the full 
importance nf mimiematics unless We select 
Cciny uf any partic li tar class or period ami 
find out what eumiikli™ cllnct Lttaif oritk«l 
rftudy produced. I will kliDW" you what I mean 
by giving only one inBfc&nee a ei?., the group 
cl coins struck by the fVn&eij) a«btlaU in and 
about north-west India, Of course,, I have already 
referred to their extreme importance in respect cf 
the political history of ths Indo-Baotvian rule. 
I ?hall fch&Kefoi'Q refrain from doing so here. 
Hut the que&Hnn that presents itself to ms at 
tliu very cutset ?ind even before we can Ehinlt of 
deducing their political history is: when and 
where did the GheoVs fi^t come m contact with 
tine paoplu of India? I know same of you may 
say' “OF course, in the time oi P&uini, >: i'or dees 
he not in one Sutra. teach us the formation of the 
word ratf(7iJii-i!S which ie derived from Ftferwwti 
and which, ns ’Krityftyana cells us, signifies 'the 
writing of the Yavanas or Greeks? 1 " But 
this is just Hie misfortune of Fsalrd. for, hocuusfc 
ho mentions the word Thes«n in his Sutra, he is 
at once dragged down to the 4th century B.C.* 
to n period after the iu vision, of Alexander, 
'lire internal Ertctenw, whieh adduced long 
aijo by Gclcist'J.ekev and Sir Bamkrislmii Bhau- 
Jarkru 1 JU]d which muRi, perforce phteft IMpini 
n.t least :n the Gth century B.C., Is set aside, 
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although it is of an irrefra^Lclc eharivcter, and 
inciSit gf th.fi European scholia will not even 
entertain the idea that the Yhviuirb or Greeks 
mipht posrihly listve been oil the borders of India 
long before Alexander, and that Panin i ’a refer- 
ence to this people it. thug perfectly compatible 
with :fco data jwqjgHed to him by Goldatticker 
and &ir Haiti krisbaa. Tn tact, 1 confess that 
the possibility of th« YaTanas having come in 
contact with the people of India lone price to 
the time of Alexander hud, euseested itealf to 
mo when I first took up the study of the A&oka 
inscription a. Hoflik Edict XIIT, as most ef you 
meet be aware, apart* of fixro. GreHk kings, 
whose kingdoms ware, nf course, outsidu India, 
at any rate, outside the domioion-q of Atoka. 
But I Aru uot referring here to the passage 
which con taina the came of these Greek paten- 
tates, I am alluding here to that part of the 
edict which gives dbe list of those peoples whose 
countries were included in Asok&'a empire. And 
this list, he it noted, begins with these very 
Yonas, after whom are mentioned Kusnhoj&s, 
GandhftrAfi and so forth. The question here 
arises : "Who were these Yavanaa? Qf course, 
they were Greeks. But where arc they to- ho 
planed? It is no doubt tempting to say that 
they may have occupied. Bad-riit whioL was 
O&rtalnly aaeooiatcd with Greek rulfl, at a iume- 
whai Inter period, at any rate. In Atoka's time 
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know that Bactria was comprised in the 
Syrian empire of Antiochne I'heoe, Ws learn 
from the Greek historians, l^Qgu^JuE Lin and 
Strabo, lLlill il wad Diodotna wlift first made 
Baotria independent, Ha w-oh a. Batrap of this 
province under Amiochus TheoSj and it was 
after the death of this monarch that Biodotua 
took advantage of the disturbances that followed 
it and matiri^ed to make himself independent. 
It ia therefore impossible to locate the Tonus 
of Rook Edict XI II ljj Itae tria, because this 
edict was promulgated when Antiochus Thera 
wAa liviogj his name being actually specified 
therein, Which ooantry, Then, did these Ton ax 
occupy ? LH course, ii must Euwe bordered On 
GancilUirA, which U mentioned immediately after 
it in Anoka’s inscription. And I suspect Lhat it 
has to he identified with Aria or Amchosiii which 
were the two provinces ceded by fteleuouofl to 
Chandragupta and which must have been 
inherited intact by Asoka, 1 admit it is not 
possible to loofiLfi thoHft I'oj-fuH exactly, but ibis 
much is curtain that they were outside the 
kingdom of AntiOChUs Tbas, and lived in 

Asolta'fl empire in ^territory adjoining fiaudbitva 
but outside India. But when could they have 
come and settled there? Bid they coins with 
Alexander? No, this is not possible, because 
the Macedonian conqueror did not leave behind 
him my permanent ecLtlemants in or near India. 
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Of course, hi may liave EbIl some Greek 
garrriona, La' csrininly u province ri not named 
after tha tJitfl uf garrisoned soldiaiM. Ic is only 
when a tribe or people comes m fetich land fie 
masses as fcn outnumber ilia original inhabitants 
that, it gives it* name to the province ao occupied 
by them. We Lave many suoli instances, e o£ 
the Abhtras, Qurjaraa and m on/ 'The idoa 
of a mere garrison iruitariing the ruimft rtf its 
race to tit country where it is stationed is, J am 
afraid, Utterly fnadmifesible, if not even ludicrous. 
In ali likelihood* the /avatias of Hock Edict 
XIII roust have come and set-t.sed ld large 
numbers in iome outlying province of India 
long before Alexander. But if ire assume that 
thp. Tuvan ns had their colony in a territory 
coo term mom to IiniLo they inusL have ciei-ciscd 
aotne sort of political independence and for at 
loast lome purind, and have we, you may 
naturally ask, got any E+vidtnCtf to that affect P 
And this question numismatics is, I think, in a 
position tq niund'ev in *he affirm ftt.ive. Colas, 
similar to those of the earliest type of Athens, 
are known to have been collected from the 
north-west frontiers of India. They hear head 
of Afitena on the obverse and owl on the rcrersft, 8 
Ami th$ quest L oel must naturally arris; Why are 
they to he found in the frontier provinces of 

1 JBflRdS , I'EJtr, lcI ff. 

* tfcfo., xx, iSa. 
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India? It- 3e no doubt possible to hhv that th«?!-s 
lucJjt o£ Alliens, as tbis type of coinage is called, 

were c»rri«d to t u din id the course of com meroe , 3 

Similar [save also been picked up in 

Southern Arabia Poling lint nono of the owls 
found in the «ns,c a™ of the types known 
from Athens. In the ease of this Semitic country, 
i-^aiu, it is not impossible to say that they may 
iiavu Lrnv idled thei'S as a mult uf mrriJUKrcial 
intercourse, because they nro generally counter' 
marked on the nbTevM with ^uliacftn letters or 
are scratched with a Babaean. monogram on the 
revere When n fotalgn monay lor the first 
time comes into circulation along with the native 
coinage of a country, nil the new specimens 
ate tested, and those, which are found not; defi- 
cient in weight nr (|uality of metal, are sanctioned 
by marking them with an afiGcial stamp, which 
may consist of a single letter or symhoh These 
official stamps arc no tloubl noticeable cm the 
owkof Athens brought to light in Boutli Arabia. 
But they aro eon-npicuou? by their absence on 
those EQQQTOmd on the frontiers nil India. It 
cannot be doubted that the practice of coun- 
tormsi'king foreign coinage In eirculatsoc was 
observed in ar c^r Jndla, also, for wo do know 
that the silver Persian sigtoi which were current 
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in the Punjab tmitr distinctly Indian counter- 
mirks, 1 When, therefore, no countermarks ire 
traceable on the &wk of Athens, picked up from 
the frontier region of India, it is not reawnable 
to say' that fcfafiv were brought there with the 
eipansion of commerce. The natural inference 
must be that they were native to sume oatfyfug 
district of ladli irhieh Trag peopled by the 
YnTflUflS or Greeks. And as the original orffk 
of Athens Irnve b«^n y-HisigrieJ to ciffs 5<H-5tJQ 
B.C./ a Greek colony, it ia possible to Infer, 
may lntw b$*n estatEi-shed near India about 
&BQ B.G. 1 There can, after all, be nothing 
strange m Puijlni flourishing in the flth century 
B.G. and in hii referring also to Yavansnl, the 
writing of tbo Greeks. In fewt, Ef it is not 
admitted that the Greeks bad a settlement near 
India before Alax&mW, bow in it possible, 1 
ask, to ud ravel the enigma about the coins of 
Sophy tes? Sophy tea, you know, ruled over a 
province somewhere in the Western Punjab 
when Alexander invaded India, and as he 
acknowledged ape^dv b'jlmij&siun to the Mace- 
donian emperor, he wan rcAiista-fed [q hk kingr 
diim. Now, we have found some coins, which 
bear his head on the obverse and n cock and 



1 Jiill lfi»,S74*ti4!t 

* kiLl'a BwtofiMl Qrmlt Qvi m , II. 

1 JM &t- 9 X-MVt IJr-lhf.llillUf «f u l r miUT Humus IKKi :?.-,!knr or 
qcu Ma'.ur* in Hit JliLrr.t Jl'ws: iii'Mi'y, bk J’l'J.S., IWi 4, dia-o 





39 IMPORT ANCE OJ WDM 1 9 W ATICB 

hh nniiu5 ill Greek character oa ihu ruvuma. 
Whftu oaoM he have struck cfiaH«! coins? Thia 
ia the most puzzling question to answer, Did 
he strike them alter tJie death of Alexander but 
before the I ] Lid jab was snbjugated by Chandra- 
gupta ? Thou ii i& very strange that we do not 
■ipe the huat of Alexander instead til his. Por 
up to E,C. 300, til! lilt! extinction of the 
old royal line of Macedonia, wo tied that all 
tho generals of Alexander retain the ufttneand 
bust of Alexander on their coins, and if Sophy fces 
was no boater and perhaps oven worap in point 
of political power than these generals, does iL 
not look the height of presumption for him to 
hare his own nam e and bust on the coins in - 
stead of these oi Alexander who was doubtless 
his overlord? And ii it h she height of pre- 
giimption to have his u&rae and bust on coins, 
if they are supposed, to bo struck after the death 
of Alexander, TV mi Id, it nrjt, hu Fihfflr folly Oil Ilia 
part if he issued them when Alusajader was 
aeLually alire and in the Punjab ? I am afraid, 
the only way to get over this diilieulty is to 
suppsse that aophytea ati'uok Lb. noins before 
Aiex'vndeL' invaded In ilia, and before he lost his 
independence, New, if 0«pbytw was- an Indinr. 
by extraction, how Se it possible ;o account for 
Hib prenunue of a bust, and the employment of the 
Greek character beEore thu Macedonian conquest 
of the Punjab ? This is simply idcanceivablG, 
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The only explanation that is plausible is that 
hu w-as a, Greek prince in India before the 
advent of Alemndar. I know Sopliytes is 
not considered to ho a Greek name. It ho£ 
been taken to b& identical with Lho Sanskrit 
Sauhkilti, 1 But there is not hinij sti u^ge in a 
Grtek taking a F[mfln name immediately before 
the Maury n period, if another G-reekj shcurtly 
after, t,^ p in Asa We time* adopts a Persian 
name, vie,, Tushaspa. 

But if the Greeks really conquered aonao 
region near the north-west frontiers erf India 
And were settled tilers, as no doubt numEKmat.io 
considerations lend ils lu conclude, is there any 
reference to such il- fact In any ona of the 
amounts drawn up by the Maced on ian historians 
nf T n.din about, the time of Alexander's invasion? 
If the Greeka really established a colony in a 
border province of India, it is InCdnCei'/able that 
such a thing which would Iks of supreme iuteruat 
to a Greek rhcnld he ignored by jlut historian 
cF Alexander's time. Do we then, aa a matter 
of fact, And any reference to It in the work of 
any Greek historian ? This is the natural quei’ 
Hon that most arise here and which you wit] no 
doubt expect me to tackle even, though I may 
h&re to deviate strictly from the subject of 
to-night’s lecture. And I am glad to &ay that 
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thane are two pft&aages in the Pifth Book 
Arrian 1 * work which in my opinion auawer this 
question and thus corroborate ill* numismatic! 
evidence. 1 Tins passages in >:j ues-tf on, to which 
Mr Hem chandra Raychsudhuri waa the first to 
draw my attention, give a description ol the city 
and p^wplc of Tvjml which wad situated hat. wean 
the Kophun and the Indus. The doputiesi of 
Nyss, who wsl ted upon Alftstand^r, themselves 
told the Macedonian monwroh that their city 
was fotlndefi by Diouyflos a a he ires 
icc-burri in ^ Lq the shores of Greece afccr conquering 
the Indian nation and that he celled it Nyea aEtwr 
the name of his nurse Nysa, and in prod e£ their 
giatijment that Dionysos .vns their founder 
adduced the face that ivy which grew newborn 
dee in the land of lIjo Indians grew in their 
city, Isa fact-, anybody who carefully reads 
theas pistagivi will be convinced that iXoDyaos 
here is & real Hellenic deity and noh any Hindu 
god in Hellenic garb and that the account 
claarly points to XyKs* baring been a Greek 
odony. 

Let u 5 now look at the coins of the Lido- 
EftCtrian Greeks from Lhe religious point of 
view. You will pefb&ps wonder what new thing 
cam possibly he taught by this cbws of coiea^ 
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Anil yon may naturally ask : Willut new OOrttrE- 
battan these uoins cstm possibly make tu the 
knowledge nf . Hellenic p&utlieon which we 
alrciidy from more direct nud exhaustive 

sources ? Ly. fc m, hoiwever, see whelher it ia 
possible bo approach the study of these eoiug 
from a nciv ung-lo of Tiainn, ff Sophy te^ was a 
Greek of the time oF Alexander and yet he 
adopted a Hindu name, is it not possible £q say 
that some of the Indo-Bselrutr. kiu^s must have 
embrseod Hi add religion ? Or if you want to 
Test re Bopliytas out of account, do vro not know 
that during the regime of AntijtlkLdns wksn the 
Inde-Back'iau rule wa-s in the heyday riF its 
glory,, his very ambassador He) iodariikj a Grimk, 
had become a Bliagnvsia. a devotee of Yasudeva? 
Hew is it thou possible to think chat none el the 
Imk-Baotrian kings was u Hindu F Is Et not 
therefore possible bo study their coins more 
closely and iroui this view-point ? In this eon- 
nectioiij allow me to incite your attention to the 
square bronze coins of E.i<n'ji tides, The deify 
figuring on the reverse hea been taken io ha 
Zeus seated on throne who holds a wreath and 
it pslm branch and has tore -part of elephant in 
front of him,. 1 There is also a KharosEithr ioa- 
nrtplion on the reverse* which rends Kcn;i&i?/fi 
nagara-devatfr and means 11 the city-dplby of 
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Kspi.sT. j:i How, Tv iLp[&i rt'iLH ft Hindu town and 
fess beau referred to im ore of P&&ini 3 s Sutras 
us a place whore good wine w»s brewed. 1 
dendj-, tb&refOM, the divinity figuring or Lhe 
■coin is a Hindu oue 3 heine Urn hugarsi-d#oat& of 
HipisJ, and yet it has been so figured on the 
coin that it can Ijl: easily mistaken for a (keck 
deity and has actually been mLitakeu for Zeus 
by die numiamatiBts, as wo have seen. The 
term n^gfira-flmnici ncoura on. another coin aliHC., 
which unfortunately cannot he assigned to any 
king Mti the brands cu it have not been preaerred 
whole end entire, On the obverse is a goddess 
w[ih the Khavoshthl legend [ Falkhaiamidi- 
cfewdb/ which has been taken to mean the 
tutelary divinity of Pmthir&lsvuti, PiiFlilrala.yn.tJt 
also was a Hindu city, and yet we find that the 
gaddoas on this coin wests Greek dreas amd a 
mut'ftf crown which 3a the emblem of a Greek 
civic deity. The natural inference from a study 
of those coins is that mere Greek dre&s and 
emblem* do nob a deity fta itfoeuarily a 

Hellenic one and that a Hindu divinity may 
appear under Hellenic gaeb on Indo-Baotriaa 
coins, The Greeks were notorious for identify- 
ing foreign deities with their own ho long as 
there were any characteristics in common. For 
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do we nr>t know that MegaBthenes, e.j., calls 
KjnBlnjft or rattier Jl&Sarama of Mathura, 
XlemkleB,, and §ir& of the hilia, Dionysos f Nay, 
that some ai tLi& deiiaea occurring on the coins 
of LLu Indo-lkLcLrL&n Greek princes may not he 
HtflJGnin* though they ara invested with Hellenic 
attributes* wa& suspected lo*g ago hy Percy 
Gardner. u On coino of Hfjmetriua/' aaya this 
eminent luimiamatist, 11 Artemis is sometliriHB 
radiate, on coins OSC Agatliocle* Kens h«a m in Jii& 
hand the thice-hoaded Hekato, Hamit lea or own a 
himaelf with n wreath, Polina appears in short 
skirts, and maiiy other nueh strange forma of 
Greek deities appear- To search out the reasons 
of tiieio variations of type, ran sons* to he found 
probably in many in&tmces in &h« inflneaw of 
loKtl Indian or Peesiatt legend or belief* would 
he a very attmotm* task, Hnd ijoe- hopeless, con- 
sidering the dafcn. furnished us by the legends of 
the gold Indo-Seythio noin&. Thu a&rlieai; of the 
clearly Indian types to make its- app-Bamnee. la a 
dancing-girl, weeing long hanging springs 
a^d oriental trousers, on the money of Paateletm 
and Agathocles. As vre> come to a later period, 
aca-JI&llonic types, or typ«s in which there it a 
non-HellonEc clement gnwkiaily make their 
way on the coins- Oa coins of PbiloscGntia and 
Telephus we fljjd a radiaco figure o-f a 6L;m-gt?d* 
holding a long sceptre. On those of Amyntra and 
HermJieuB wo And the head of a deity wearing 
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Phrygian cap, whence issue rays, 1,1 I am 
sorry I hud to quote this bag extort here, bat 
ftp Percy Gardner ia looked upon as a. Tory great 
authority tm EJiia subject, his opinion must b^i 
ou]isidere<i to bo infaluahle. Acid you have just 
seen what that, npinion is. Ee clearly admits 
that- BonjO types of Greek deities arc fantastic 
even according to the Heileuic standard and 
t-bat some contain an unmistalcahlQ non-Eeiienic 
element, It is a matte* ol regret that no euiujb- 
nifttist hfta gone farther than where Petey 
Gardner left thi* Has of inquiry, but what I 
linYe- said is enough. to show to yon that the 
Indn-Raci.i'i-'m Greeks rfurc by no means ilow to 
be influenced by Indian find other re]igiou& 
beliefs with 'ubioli they came in contact. The 
exact character and extent of this infloenen can 
lie determined only by a critical study of their 
coirtB, and the reaiittsi oE aueli a study, I have 
HO doubt, will form an important eontrSbntbis 
to the Mligioua history dE India, if not of the 
■world. 
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LECTURE II 

A.HTIQTTTT or COINAGE IN InDLA 

I halieve, you adll remember the woids which 
the l 3 reaid.i3ri t of cha Ijuf.I Oriental Confer irice 
used in regard to the mentality of the European 
and the Indian scholar towards OricnTal subjeeh. 
“The Indian's Lendcduy,^ ^aid he, “may ho to- 
wards rejecting foreign influence on the develop, 
ment of his country's ciTiliaation and to claim 
high antiquity for some uf the aecurrences in its 
history. On the other hand, the European scho- 
lar's tendency is to truco Greek, Roman or 
Chrihlinn influence at work in the erniutiou uf 
new pcijnte Mid to modernise tile Indian histori- 
cal and literary events” It is not possible tn 
dEtermine how far these words are true of the 
Indian Fchciara in regard to the ancient Indian 
numismatics, because there fa hardly wuy one 
amongst Ihum yet who has seriously devoted him- 
self to this subject, hut- it must he admitted that 
they are true of some of the European acholare 
who were or are looked upon as authorities on 
this subject.- Their attempt seems to have been 
unconsciously to prone that the invautiun of 
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coinage was not iudigenous to Judin and that tL.& 
Indians learnt rhe art of stamping money either 
from the Babylonians or from the Greeks, and 
Sliiii- ai?udn certainly not prior to B.C. WO or 700. 
T'huis iTarnes IMuaep, La wlium thus* always go flic 
iicnour of having- u mat-elk d the most ancient 
Indian alphabet, the Br&hmi lipi, thought fch&t 
the Hindus cleri’rcd their knowledge of coinage 
rram the Greeks of Ba&tria. And although 

rtL'Li?sr iv-i L'i.1 ^ ha had to admit, that the 11' inlus had 

an indigenous cnui'enpy of precious metals, he 
persisted in at kast rvi that from the 

time the Greeks entered Tndta " may \m Msumod 
the adoption of a ife-deoTce* or of coined. money 
properly so called, by the Hindus." 1 And m 
F rjjiriup was Aaaiy Master of Lho Calcutta il :i)t t 
LiLh words naturally carried great weight. Audit 
is not strange if w* find that H. H. Wilson, the 
author oi the Ariem jhtHqna, also indulged in 
surmise, and asserted that it was iL likaly that the 
currency of the country consisted chiefly, if nnL 
enolix^voly, uf lumps oi guld and blIy er not hearing 
any impression, until the TTijidufi lnid learned the 
usefulness of tuouey from their Baotrlim neigh' 
hours, and from their commerce, especially with 
Homo/ 14 At the time when Prinsep and Wilson 
wrote, there wena two nth iif nutiiismatists, both 
of thom Englishmen, Alexander Cnnningham. 

1 Jjas., ! 301 : IV, flat 
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acid Edward. Thomas, wlm, however, held the 
opposite view, ami maintained the existence of an 
[aJi^siiDLLs Indian coinage. But their urgumants, 
forcible Find cogent though they were, were Ml 
"unheeded, and the tendemoy of aligning a Inter 
date and trueiug niino.it every tiling Indian that 
in good or origmal to a foreign source, which ts 
so natural £□ nome European writers,, le-ataevled 
itoeU, probably with grantor vigour. Thus 
James, Kennedy holds that the punch -marked 
coins, or the KitrsliSpapna as they were known to 
the ancient TETlIkIus, ivkieli fonn the most ancient 
money in India, ware copied from Babylon San 
originals after the opening of maritime Grade 
in the siith century R.C. 1 V, A. Smiths 
view is snhsUmtially the same. In Sirs article cm 
H nmi am atitVi, which he coetjibuied to the Impe- 
rial Gazetteer, he 3 ays tts follow* : " Tlin Introduc- 
tion inLo India of the me ol cuius, that is to say, 
metallic pieces of definite weigh! authenticated 
w currency by marks recognised as a guarantee 
of value, may )>t ascrii^d with mneh probability 
to the seventh century B.C,, when foreign mari- 
time iradu seam* £□ havR begun. There is reason 
to believe that the neceasifies of commerce with 
lorci^n merchants were the im mediate oocnfilon 
for the adoption l>y Hie Indian people of am dial- 
lie currency as well as of alphabetical writing. 

1 JRaB., IMS, p. STfl a K. 
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In Ilia Gainlogtt^ of Co'mia in fh$ Indian 
GtfJcuffa, ha given a laler data C-i:- the 
earliest coinage of Tudi-it, thu earliest Lypi: o£ Llk-=> 
ELlrshapanfis being assigned by him lo BOO or 
6C-0 B,C. L 

Such, in abort, are the theories belt) by moat 
of the Europa&n numismatists in leg-trd to tbo 
origiu illllL antiquity of the Indian coinage. Tho 
Tiew that the knowledge of the stamped or die- 
fifcmelt coins t,ko Hindus obtained from the Ihui- 
triufeh Orests, which was ori^hiatiy started hy 
James rrinsep, is no longer eountOUimetd by 
mimisniatLstii Oil all}' repute. Ah Curly as Ib&3 
v.'hon, Sir 1 , then II l 1 ., E. C. Bay Ley was Deputy 
CotamiBaioner of thu ELaugra Dla-Ll'IcL in the 
Punjab, were discovered a nnmlior of Hirer coin.q 
eoLnprisi ng speotiiLi 'US of AntLimcluift TT, Phi- 
loKeuiis, Lysias, Autlaikidas, unci .VTi; minder, fcigt~ 
then with a few punch -marked pieces, the la*t 
being iniici rc&f’j;, wliiist all ihu (ire^t coins were 
compare Hvely./Ve^AA' Ei'idencB of a more oOh- 
vincing nature has, b : en furnished hr 3 find of 
wins made in Sir John Marshalls excavations at 
'hfljdla dating tUe pnld season nf the year itHJ- 
13, In the Dir Mound, the earliest of tbe three 
cirien till Lhen e k cav ated byhitn there, he ligliiad 
upon a small hoard in the shape of one huudrod 
aril seventy-five punoh-marktd coins along n-ith 

1 COiilC., Irt, 
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a gold onm of IKodotus struck in thu nAma of 
AdMcicliua JI oE Syria . 1 It will thus; hcaann that 
Lbe hoard Infslon to a period when Dicdottm was 
a till a SAl.rap o.t hiitioohiis and Lefone be declared 
the independence of Bactrin, As the punch- 
marked coins of this cLeposilt are lima of a, 
lime nli on Unctna was still sulwi’tlimito to the 
Seleukidan power, it is not possible to assert now 
lliiLt the Hindus learot tEio art of coinfsge from 
their Bactrian Greek uo%hboum. Even numis- 
matic considerations pointed to thi j snnne in- 
evitable ecuolu^iom, as was contended long 
ago by Alexander Cuuninglium. “ If the 
Hindus; huui derived their knowledge of com- 
ago from the Greeks, the lypes, shape, and 
standard of all their money would have boon 
Greek / 1 - The Hactrifid Greek cnins are round 
in Corm, conform to she Attic standard, and twn- 
tain invariably a bust on tbu obverse and f\ 
Holloaie deity on tliu reva rse, The anrUest Hindu 
coins, on clifl other band, are meetly square itt 
form, aon'ugpond to any but the Attic standard, 
and, in point of type, hare never shown any bust 
or *nv Hellume divinity on any one of their &[deii. 
Beside*, thay are utterly without LtiscpipLioim 
which ;ue invariably found on Baetmm Grcelk 
coins. In these clrcumetanaBs, to say that the 
Hindus uro indebted to the Baetrmn Greeks for 
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Ole art of scamping money is a mare gratuitous 
supposition now Arrau tod by any facts or rather 
opposed to all fnote, It. fa no wonder, therefore, 
if th h itiMUrn followers of Priniiep ami Wilson 
have given, up this nsEni table position, and nre 
now taking their sUrnl on the gremnd that the 
art of ooin-making was adopted by the itnitafciTO 
Hindus, somewhat earlier, i,e., between 500 and 
7-00 ±kC,, but doubtless from some foreigners, 
possibly the Babylouiaos. Yon may perhaps ask 
whether O nnntnghftM uud Thomas., ivllo, rflprc* 
Ronttne the uthor view, have any auccoasors at 
pTRfsfrrtt j lls-Ii ah Friitfmp and Wilson have Kennedy 
and Smith, and I may therefore inform yon that 
nraoagist the modern niAiri&ttiatiste Prof, Rapson 
is the only one who holds that the most ancient 
coinage of India was developed independently of 
any foreign bill nonce. 1 lu regard to their datti, 
however, he n»ya IhuL tin nurliest spujemtsna am 
probably as early aa the beginning Of thfl 
4th century B.G. only.* 

I eruiJess, I oannot possibly nnderstiiLd how 
Ewun«dy and Smith cnn bring themselves to 
regard bite KAr&biipft'iiAS, tin: eaiJieat coinage of 
Tinri m, as a. foretiyn importation. Ihitb again go to 
the extern; of saying that ilui Hindus adopted thn 
an of coin 'mu sing just ae they learnt thensetub 
hoks oK alphabet. — from foreign country, This is, 

1 miSy, ESBti, 6S5 i t 

■ [f, 2, 
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indeed, a most jLKftnmdhg' ueser fctoti. Of coutfle, 
tiiure mat something to bo said in favour of those 
who held that the Btilhmf, the oldest Indian 
alphabet, was derived from the Semitic script, 
m no doubt was contended by Weber and Bllhlar. 
We had both Befihrai and Semitic alphabets 
before us for our scrutiny* We could very well 
aee that there wore many charsctcre which boro 
din™ resemblance tu cadi other, and were intend- 
orl to denote the same sound, A g ain , it was 
almCflt conclusively shown that the E nth mi like 
all Semitic alphabets, wae originally written 
from right to left. Besidea, the earliest Semitic 
script was definitely known to be earlier than the 
earliest form of the Brill mf Up i, When, thnro- 
forOj Bdhter wrote on this subject, bo tvas 
certainly right in maintaining' that the Brtihms 
was derived from the -Samith; script though, as 
I shewed you last year, wo have nqw to abandon 
this theory in the light of the uvidence furnished 
by certain pro-historic artifftota. But what are 
the grounds for saying that the Hindus adopted 
their metallic currency from foreign source, as 
13 no doubt assarted by Kennedy *md Smith? 
Have they found any coins cmEsirlti India of a 
period prior to flQO or 700 E.O, and of a type 
closely corresponding to the Kftrshapan&s ? Ie 
there any evidence at all to show that there ww 
foreign coinage, oi a date anterior to fWM> or 
7M B.O. the earliest dnbe assigned by them tu 
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the KflrshAp&flAa, wliii;h Ltinn.iph identity f>r 
iii any rata extreme similarity ot type can rightly 
be called tfl be iboie prototype ? I monf ess I am 
not aware o£ any such foreign coinage, mid care- 
fully as F have reml tbs written by 

Kennedy slid Smith on this subject, E, do nub find 
that La&y ever describe if hat sort of foreign 
coinage this wan or even attempt to adduce juiy 
all red of evidence to sho w that, such a coinage 
at all enisled outbid* India. In these circum- 
stances is it not absurd to asseverate that the 
Hindus learnt the llw o£ coinage from foreigners ? 
Dn^ it not clearly indicate that such an ipse dixit 
has been prompted by nothing but the projign- 
aity or attributing everything naeful or olerer in 
Indian art to an extraneous origin ? I emphati- 
cally a&d without any fear of contradiction 
Hs-LiitaJu th'^L the KarshJtpapa coinage which is 
the earliest metallic currency whose specimens 
are found in India, has nut yet been definitely 
proved to be ot foreign origin. 

To find out : however, whether there waa any 
foreign influence on the earliest metal] to onr- 
rericy of India, we must discuss the question : to 
what earliest period the art of coin-making in 
India ia traceable. The question e&n be satis- 
factorily answered only by ransacking our litera- 
ture, sacred and profane, Br&hmanic and Buddhist, 
and finding out what classes of ooiae were pre- 
valent. at different periods; Ij^fore ±00 B.O. which 




MiCTUftE IT 



45 

fa the earliest date -isssisjusd by Prof. Happen to 
the KfirshapaJiaa. 

yow, if wo [ji lie up F&iiini's Ashludhijmfi 
which ia uf$!uI mot only for the study of Satwlmt 
grammar halt ehio for constructing the social,, 
relijfioua and, eeoiiDinie history oJ! Iml^, we find 
that hi adhyEga V and jutdn I he mentions 
certain afltTeg which kav« the seisse cf /pho 
kritatfi, i.e. “pDiohaeed with this price" and 
tad=tit u hati l f.e." which deserve that/' Tou can 
at once perceive that here in a flection which, 
mnat: throw name, light on the economic condition 
of India in Pacini's time and the various mudiu 
of exchange eIicli prevalent. And, as a matter 
□i frink this natural expectation ifl more than 
fully resitted through a study oi these Sutras. 
We a no not, however, hers c: mourned with a 
detailed specification of these media af exelninge, 
OtErpufeifint object is merely to ascertain whether 
there are any rHierenyw to the use of coins in 
Plniiii's wort, and if aojwhat kinds are men tic nod, 
And Si.i. r jj hi'V h itL startling' ah it may appu&r, m 
uossce that Piinini refo™ to at [east seven kinds 
of rad ns. Nog only does he speax oF the KAr- 
fch&paifas hut also cf X Alik ns . ^sttaminag and 
hc forth, Ploiini, a& I have repeatedly told you, 
has to he assigned to the middle cf iJie &th 
century B.C, at the latest. And if suven different 
type* of metallic currency were prevalent in 
India about d&0 BC T the beginning of the art 
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of coin-making in this ctrantij must- he placed 
earlier than 700 B.C. 

But I can Tory wall imagine auni« sense of 
Tul.Ijl crosaing your mind. I Imvo no doubt said 
that I%jjini flourished about 550 E.C, Prof. 
Goldatlickcr and Sir Itemkriehna llh&tidarik&Y 
would place him even earlier. But ns I have 
told you in my laet lecture* this view is not 
shared by the European ?eholara In general. 
The argument about t.hp antiquity of Indian 
coinage* which may he based upon the ninety of 
Pfl^ini’s. Sutras a? I have done just now, will, I 
am Fifraid, not curry conviction to chem,, as they 
drag Panics down to- 330 B.C. must., there- 
fore, tiiLse our ULgutinoELt on that wot ion of Inditm 
literature, about tha early date of which tharo 
is a general consensus of opinion among 
European scholars, And what other work a can 
present themselvee to oar mind iu this connec- 
tion than rbe Jfttakns or Buddha h a Birth Stories 
which fortu an important port of Buddhist 
literate rc ? r ihc J&'iiikii atariaa may not perhaps 
constitute Lhe carliMt elaea o! this Uteriteru, 
hat certs in it is thu.t they represent jk social and 
pulitioal condition prior to the rise o( Buddhism 
and belonging to the sixth or even seventh 
century B,0. This Is the opinion not of Indian 
antiquarians bub of Earop^Vin scholars^ such. U5 
B shier and PraE. Rhys Davids. 1 Let us* therefore* 

t- BJlilmr (IK., Jt]. 1& ttf) Ltfuj Llic Puli fciuldbiUi Gin™ 11 tn 
lIic JfUi W&J pwriMj Lb tbb uiLb E^UEf e.0. h : .iiid !k L. anj-,, LLn-i 




LECT'DllE II 



4-1 



see what the Jatuta tales teach us an this point, 
i,a* sv hoiliwr they apeak of any class or dasstia 
of coins which were current in Indio at the sarfy 
period, 

Mmr,, any one who carefully sending PApini's 
SDitraa and the Jataka stories cannot but be 
inipressHd liv the fact tlmL Loth depict ancient 
India of practically tho same period. It is mot* 
therefore, 5 ur prising If w« find the .same classes 
ol coi na referred to in both. But Pap ini's 
Axhf&dlti/aift, juEt because it oonsiats of aphorism^, 
cannot bo expected to throw much light on this 
subject beyond the mere mention of the deno- 
miniLione of coins. Tlia ease Ib> however, 
different in regal'd to the Buddhist Jatahus, as 
L hey portray social and economic India of the 
7th century B,C. h it is here that we can clearly 
aeewhat part, insignlliQtir-.L ei 1 Important, stamped 
■metal tie currency played La the manifold trims - 
actions of the people at that early period. Lai 
us, ia the first place, see whether there was any 
gold currency in India at that time. Of coum^ 
jls, India was the land of gold in those days at 
Iannis, ire must naturally expect some sort 
of gold coinage to have lieen then prevalent. 
And we curtain l j linil that out expeulationH are 

rjti JiVtjVf. rfittim mi IlA.I, f.VS# K C.2B ili'3 p »- U Lil ilx ! I EEa L < i****ri I 
in' TndLfa Q=LiJ Ll.ul Llld JU.lt sf clviilsr.idu Je=;jilii::l la [km 
"In in L'»r:niM TirlLi iU l t,” lbs Lite JcnriVLlI la (bni ITUIhL 1. 1 ! 

DC$ip4& In lisp hAYAuEl!. At [Id l;i:«K tllC i:s.!a, iltiiLLi.T 13,0 f-Jr 
llhi-B Ukvirlfi. 1 r :i7F. icq JU^idAdif Jndii. £C7 £. 
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nut unfrnmded, Far Wu read of itt least three 
claves of I'oltL euinngn in the JiMuku literature. 
And op gold is the most precious motai of which 
coins con be imiuui lc! qi^lL, it is cmly in con- 
nection with li'-artla of money, munificent giEfis 
nnrl no forth t.hiiL WEI ILml. gold coins mentioned. 
TIlUS the TCuljfik+t il iUi±kii J ulvcm iizi Llu Hmuainjj 
story of & se&mp aE ho rustle who gnus U> a 
Tillage nod lives in n hermitage built by » local 
Eutnjnliikft or farmer. Taking the ascetic to bo 
a model of goodness, t Jie farmer brings lib 
Aufldrcd Bii-AJiToj of geld to the hermitage and 
there lj li L'imi tluoiti, i'oi;uustii i g him to keep watch 
over Lfiem. Confiding ia the pious protesta- 
tions of }h« hermit, the farmer get s off, but the 
former covertly rttmavos the gold and Larina it 
in t.he wayside. The very nest day the aacetic 
take* leave of the farmer, but returns shortly 
after to return a strew from the funner’ a roof 
which has stuck in his matted hair hnl which 
does not lie-long to him. This over-maiQif 2 station 
of moral sea satire ness arouses the suspicion of a 
shrewd trader who ban halted on the outskirts 
of tlio Village and who forthwith Sfon LllO farmer 
i-Liid warns kiln. Away they husten in hot 
jmrauitp notch the reset*], and kick and cuff biin 
till bo shows rr> them where he hid the gold. 
The trader, who h the Uddkiaaktva uf bLis niory, 
rebukes the ascetic, saying - “ So a hundred 
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Ninkas did not trouble your conscience aomuck 
as that ik&ir.' h Hare tJai;n a- specific cJms of 
froins— gold com* -is mentioned, mt. Nish Stas, 
for the valuation of a rich farmer's hoarding. 
Only two references to Nishfcaa may Le given 
out of the many which I was able to trac« in 
the Jlitafca-s, Home of you are pretty wpdJ con- 
versant with the YossfmtRra Jutaka, which, 
among other tiling, telle ue hew Vesssutara, 
Kiag of &bi r who hud retired to b. forest, givoa 
over his sou ami daughter completely to a. 
BEihrua® called Jdjnk£i. J Of course, the children 
are reluctant ie go, and he eorolcrts them by 
saying ; Son JaiL if ton wish to htujome fnso, 
you must pay r.he Brahma® a thousand Nishtae, 
But your sister is very pjeuutiful ; if any person 
cE low birth should give lLl: Brahms, a HO anil eg 
much to make her free, he would break her 
birthrights, None hut a king can give all tilings 
by the hundred ; therefore if your sister would 
he free, let her pay the Brahms®* hundred male 
and a hundred female slaves together with ele- 
phants, hunaus^ Lulls aiul Nishkia, idl a hundred 
each." Thus did ho price the children and coni- 
fer! them* and cukiug water in bis watetrpot he 
poured it uut, giviog the Brahnnuj thi£ puaeiauK 
gift of his children. Here we have a father 
fore us, putting a price upon his ohildren ; and 
as cbe litter are of the royal bleed, naturally this 
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price baa to ho the Itua-viegl, and the cc[ijs to 
appraise it must neoBBflarilj lift of the 3iigh eat 
ttiIjc, The Niahkaa here specified must-, iberu- 
ft'i'ej represent Ida highest order of geld eoin^. 
We now turn it? a third -Tutaka, the Orest IMng 
of which atorj is a snake-king called Ci&mpcyya 
who allows himself to lw caught hy a simkfl- 
charmer for hh gaud. By making the snaka 
perform to tlie crowd of n frontier village the 
snake-charmer earns a* much os one thousand 
KiitA'ha.pft^aa in one single <3 ny r ' Ikeaire of fur- 
ther gain impels him to go to the capital* to«ji + 
Vsri^aHl While the perfcLimuicu to the lucal 
king ia goiug oa 1 the Tri fe of the a nuke- king 
suddenly make* her appearance and oilers a 
handsome ransonij one of the onmeroufl iegms 
of which is one hundred Riihkas. 2 In this 
JfLtaks n,re find two clsang? oi coim* specified j, o£s r 
the TI&reMpajias and iSi all kat. The first evi- 
danlJy are the silver and (he second the gold 
money of Ike country of K&ii. 

It is, however, a mistake to suppose that 
Niflhkas were the only clisa o£ gold coins known 
to the' Jitaka literature. Not Un frequently w« 
meet with an expression in which the words 
AuTfrnyffl and ara associated leather, 

TUhh cite Bhdriditta ,T&taka gives us another 
fade ol a snake-king lamed by a snaka-chartnei: 

'■ Ji'.Jd., IV. 4SH, &. 
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whu aiuftsRHt] a fortune by matins' him assume 
various appearances and exhibit daoein^ powers. 
AL LiL& vpry lirst performance that he ^awe in 
a Yillago, the people, we ure- told, were so pleased 
that Ltif*y ho aped on him kityt&ffit, ttctania, nmfrttf 

sr«jnfr<?™ and the like, 3 Of course vn$t}fi and 
<ria:iiknnt mean f £arnaeula ’ and 1 ornaments 1 
respectively, but what about Sinaia and 
piparna? Per both signify 1 gold ,' n,nd ccmas- 
ipj&ntly one of these words becomes superfluous. 
On the other hand, xiwania denotes a spun fin 
kind of |^old coins, which the other word, vis r 
MntWit, dci«H not It is true Lltai Buvsrpft 
doaotue a seriate weight as wall as a sold coin 
nf this weight, and it is no doubt possible to 
suppose that in this particular Jfttftka story, bhu 
word sumrtfn means amsreiy fpild bullion Ot this 
weight. But ftMOL'duig- io this auppasiKoc, 
whkh^ like the olhar word, ms. ftiraifya, would 
signify gold only, and thus theice L'emam* no 
distinction hetwa&n Lite- two, Are we not there- 
fore OO tnp&llad to in far that jii&ij-pa in this- a* 
eg other places where it is associated with 
klmnyn must stand r.ot for \so!d ' hut a * typo 
ol gold coins ' ? But this ia not all. Tor in the 

L Iljrf., YSl LhU„ 0. IL'J piiiYU A ii u£i"c-/-: iyila '7 HfLii bltO in 
Jet. irt. HU. LH , whioh. Id [LQfllbELil by J £b1ii iml rr;Lb ' Uy Ol'iwpll EhU 
Uii.ir-j Ip. as}. Thf iint l-Li;.sl la nwi with la rCAir-ilya'i Arthufclqtr* 
[p. EtBj lIei bri m iti iumlint ftum, mi :i nmlaL-oil liv "jic. Rh^cm. 

Stitr m ' hir ps:Vi r.uii wiuatf poLi r (v. afcJ) Ocati|-.4ra ilu J^j.6., 
1931 , l>. PrS- 
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.Tiltaka literature we read of gofd coin? of a 
still smaller denomination, I have iieun itbEo 
to at toast two references to a type of gold 
coins culled £lj vanja-MiUhata, Thus in the 
Udaya- Jstata we are introduced to Udayalihadra 
and Udayabbadra, who are brother and aister 
and yet become husband and wife, They are 
the king and queen of the Kflsi kingdom. 
TJd&yabhftdra dies, and become Sakre in the 
Heaven of the Thirty- three ( 

And he comes to tin* mortal world one day to 
tempt Ilia former wife with richer by s we are 
told, lavishing encomium on her liA&ucy and 
holding bclore her a golden dish replete with 
£u varna- Masbukaad AgruDj in the Samkhapsla- 
Jstaku wo have a third instance of a snake-king 
being captured, Lkis thus. however liy a party 
of sixteen men- A rich landowner, who hap- 
pens to pass that way, sees the btedhisattva In 
great agony, and, struck with wnapaiw™, 
releases him by making handsome gifut to those 
lewd fallows amongst which prominent mention 
in nnadc of thfl ftuVAruA-Mfc)]lS,kA&* Hut what 
is a SuvurijA*ii&ab&k», 7f' J ma y naturally esk 
m*j here? I may hare something to telt yon 
about it in my next lectures, but here it will be 
sufficient to state chat tuil&fci is a unit in the 
weight system of Indian coinage which differs 
in weight according ns thu coin is of gold, sliver 
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or copper. And while, as a I'Kito, jncsia denote? 
the weight MtakAka denotes & coin of this 
woigbt. A 3 u van: p a-Mfish s k a in, therefore, a 
gold coin wbluh. [s equal to oaa hiaxha in wusig-lil 
nnctinlim^ to the standard of cold coinage, And 
in the Hist o', the two i n hiac oe? beta ■:.; noted 
w? have seen that Udijobhadia holds in front 
of hi?5 wife a pfa r ,e (tiled with S 5 uvarna-Milii.hii.fcas, 
which, 3 llb t- heciiu&t we we not told how man v 
they were, cannot denote pieces of gold bullion 
but gold eoina only, — &ueh as were ready at hand 
aitd eon Id he got. hold of at any time for woviug 
than round a person As the plate is Raid to 
have been filled with tiutarpi-iTfishalias, it fol- 
lows that they o' ere ill distinct pieces, eg that each 
u-no of them could bu oaUed a Suv^na-iliLshiLlia, 
and that nad] piece weighed one w&xk a. And nro 
ire to Rupprase that, in this instance gold bullEati 
was K adroitly chnpped off, and jus: on the 5pUl' 
oi the moment, that every hit w&tghed exactly 
one H\ishtt and could thus Lo a separate piece 
hy itself? This is simply absurd, Vt'* Llms 
pensive tliat in ancient India of the s]±th, or 
perhaps uf die seventh century U. (1 no less 
than thruu types ulr sjoltl coin? Weils Current, 
Of the lowest value was the Mashukn, of u 
higher rle nomination was the Silvan^ and of a 
stiil higher dencm Eca-ticm, the Xiahku, 

There was yet another class ot coins which 
La frequently referred to in the Jatafca stories. 




!t4 INTTClirlTV he tom AGE 

E moan the Eftrsh&paftA nboat irhi<jli most of 
you must have already heard, T do not wjah 
to say much here about rh in type as the wkok 
of my nest lecture if ill lie devoted to this sub’ 
jack The? ICirsliApaujJiy U'fc nftd of il. in tht 
Jfctaia literature. wsf of three varieties accord- 
inf kh it if as of [fold, sIItbe and copper. Gold 
Kiftrsfiii|ntniyi H however, is seldom referred to, and 
the common types of KBrstiSpaa^a, that we bear 
of are either silver or copper. How extensive 
and deep the circulation of this type of money 
was m Adi the strata of the society of the seventh 
century E.C, E- even finwi a cursory Flatly 
of (he Jataka talei, but this ire shad see in the 
ne*t lecture. 

I am afraid ?vo cannot stop here but must 
proceed further to final out whether there are 
&ny references to metallic currency in literature 
of a still earlier elate than that o£ I ho Jdt&kas. 
You must have already irne^od that it is the Ycdie 
literature that I am here alluding to. No doubts 
even here th^ in perceptible the tendency of 
sc me European sohnlars tn down the various 
cernpofutioiis of thus literature to as Jato h p&rbd 
ua possible. TCuL avail than it rmi&L tm nrlm Etlftd 
tha-t Lhoy have not been able to place them 
liter than the age represented by the .Tsc&kflji. 
If we can. Lbcrefore, trace any numiion of 
coined monej in the Vedic literature, we can 
conclusively aay that tlie uw; oF this money was 
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known to India long long prior to 600 or TOO 
B.C. Let mb therefore ate whether Lko works 
comprising this literature make mention ot the 
metallic currancy, itonie cl you plubly know 
that EJtt-T&yfinft’s Srttftia^Untra containa a rs- 
ference to o coin called ^irtiLriirLna,. J t eh. curious 
that there is no mention of this c:Ihsf of coins 
anywhere in the Buddhist works, thongh the 
tijuuu occnra in pi Psnini's auf^ 1 anti ICfttylEjam's 
parfijfca,® showing n] early that Satmnijia was 
known till the Jlanryu period. Thu Smula* 
tftim of Kfltyftyana, in the chapter entitled the 
iw? ? a eBya ■ siirypai} a m , vsl&ra to tlie SatamiLua coin 
in three oonBeeutivo S^ms. 15 Eui this firmttit- 
fikira, probsWy is of the same period us the 
J&takas, and it may consequently bo around that 
it does not take ns anterior to ths time ws have 
reaokari on the strength el those Buddhist Birth 
Stories. Wo must, there Core, go to Yedic corn- 
position h whiedi ujte prior in date to this Sfitl'a. 
The c Lags of writings, whioh are ot an tin me- 
diately print period to the Srauta-SEItius are,, o£ 
course, the Upanishads. The only coin name 
that we meet with in t-he&o works is Mishka 
which ocntir.g thrice in the Chhltijidogya. 4 But if 
ire correctly interpret, the paaKJLgss ol this Upa.- 
ni&hari, the Word uitkku in thorn numt he taken 
L V. I, ST. 

E Oil Pd^lui'i Y. I, E? 
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to signify n a necklace '* «ud not " a coin.” We 
knoir ihiil even in classical Sanskrit llterjit iis-ci 
Ills'! ward linel 1 1 r.' II i these senses. And as iu Che 
ChbfiL&dog> , !+ TTpunishad L-he term nishkd Laa be$m 
ufied in the iien.se- nl a. “ tueeklse6 lh only, it csis- 
uot serre our object* But if the Up&nighad& 
n.Th not thus of us* to us h the Bratmapas 
which ate p*edeoe«!6ra to the Upauiehads can 
Eb profitably brought into requisition in this 
eonneotion. Of this class of composition thu 
$stmp&tka'Emhm!iii» is perhaps tho best known 
to ns, as both a weU-efhted tesL nud jl critical 
traneiatioo ar« available. We will therefore 
confine olil' main Attention to this Brnkmanu* 
Now,, in the JOirHhi dealing with the Rujasuyu 
■we hane a section which treats of ihe Bat ha- 
rjimnchanltfa oblations. And in connection 
there with we are told that behind the right 
hind- wheel of the cart-stand the king fastens 
two EOUBT ^atamAnas, which he has after- 
wards to give to the Brahman priests as hia fee 
fnr this ceremony. 1 Again, in another place 
the name Bifikmnga has the. following; (L Three 
SacBinAnajj are the sacrificial tm for this {offer- 
in g) t Re presents them to the Brahman ; for th& 
Brahman neither performs (like tlia AilLvnryu), 
nor chants (Jike the Udg&tj-i), nor recites (like 
the H □t-ri), and yet ha h an object of respect 3 
therefore he prciente to the Brahman three 
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fliiiarniiias.'' J Of ooume* Saya^a in this anti the 
preceding passage takes Sataufina to denote ■ a 
round pistol bat Due ease is not unJike j.Eint of 
Nagojibhutta whoj while commenting on Lhtj 
celebrated passage from the M&habhftBbya re- 
ferred to in my last lecture* interprets .Mauryas 
as idol-makers. But- just as no scholar wUl mw 
ujuderstaiHl Mauryas to mean idol -manufacturers 
hut LtlIlu thum to denote the Manrya princes 
Only* no Lino Cun H.iimlnr]y explain the term 
&atamiina iu the way in which iSayaiia has done, 
but he must interpret it to denote the ftatamsua 
coin alone, Ataman* may, tlOWOTer, liRWe been 
one hundred ihojics nr ffu/ij- 1 barrios in weight 
an explained by SiVKmi and accepted by "Prof, 
Eggfehiig, blit as it is spoken ot As 6j'iUa or 
TtOUNU in shape in the flat of the two instance^, 
just, adduced, it must stand for coined money 
and not mere bullion weighing one hundred 
gvnjajt. J will quote two more passages from 
the Satapatlia-Brahma^a, because in them an- 
other class of o&Idk have l^on mentioned side 
by side with SfttMSaftnn. The first pas-naie is: 
fittvaroaiH hintwynii; bkavati rhjtaiRf > *?» ■ o wwtf ■ 
dhyni$alai)tttttaiii bha-cnii Outnifur - wii. jiui'anhnii? 
The second is : hii'anyam dakshhyi Savarnnm 
iffftfafilafl-fiMi taAlf-oktam? It will by Keen that. 
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here SuVAri^a l* associated with SatAtnntiu, and 
both are called kbuttya or gold. As fcixntTya ia 
thus fHvti □ si] fsli ed from h im ap/tt, Suvai-^h must, 
like Sa^aaisu-ij denote a coin, and mot simply 
r gold h aa hns been wrongly undereWfrd by Prof. 
Eggeliug in his tnraslAtion of this Bufibrnapa, 
Iwu purges of similar import Are noticeable 
il 1 9 A in. the Tai tt. t r rva- Brill ma ela „ which apeoify 
tin? n:riHijjL why &Atam£im Is given ti» n lacttmidul 
fee> TT«re T tlifell C lLu enfl only, eis. j&siftrjHiTij-sisjit 
bhamii faiatfwh ptornshah mt-eisdriyeJj ugmb#- 
ev^endrij/e pratitkhthaU} Nay, the very same 
passage ts traceable in the Tait biriya- Himli i 
which, yeu are all aware, forms ihe HmtibEtil 
text of the BlaciE Yajnr-VftrlA, Thin mean?! that 
the SatamABa type of coin was known to the 
Aryan Tti rl sa not only in the Bo&hmaija but also 
in tha Sttriili i via. period. 

The fourteenth or conciudijj g Ksg^fi of the 
Sumpatka^BruliuLauu 1 jjivey ue h story about 
Jan ike, King of Videba, He had celebrated a 
sftcrifiofi in which he bestowed huge largessas 
upon the Utfihmaps eF the Karu-PafiobiiLi 
eountry. A curiosity sprung up in his mind as 
to who was the bcat-roud of these Brahmans. 
He collected a thousand It Ene, and we are told 
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that co every single horn of each MW M'uif* 
tied tGn^trfiw, and it waa procMraied that they 
should be taken away hy him alone wlio is liesfc 
eOifnisanL 3 LLl bi'abiMLh. TIih it-tiry further 
goee T as soma oi you h&re probably knew, (.hat 
YajiiaTftlkya, &iou* Lad the IntlamLsiLiu c^DL'a^e 
of claiming them, But wgm'G not concerned with, 
that part oE the story, Whnt wc ar* here 
concerned with [b io know lrbnl those p/ldai 
iMere s ten of which incira faateued to tiioh hum. 

of the cows. It Ljlb been Eu^EflLenl by Ebbt- 
l(rigk dud. Roth, and accepted by Prof. Rhys 
Davids J that the Woifd jhvXg hei'H denotes the 
fourth part of a certflin jold weight but nol: a 
tioln. Airs W£ then to suppose than rh the Cows 
t-bai were brought were our thousand in n amber, 
&s each cow has two horns and as each horn 
carried ten Pudas, King Jan aha ordered ilO.&CK 1 
pieces cf gold to be hammered out, oaoh again 
weighing just onn-fourth ol n certain Wuigktj— all 
Lkta j ijust on the spur of the moment when the 
Edaa of testing th« erudition of the Br&licnaqjs 
ooemroi to him 1 ? I am afraid this idea would 
1* too ridiculous for any scholar fouuL^rtutn 
seriously in his mind,. On the of her hand, 
■kadi is known to he the Time of a coin and 

‘ AOna. ; p.a. *,i. 

1 Iwi j[ iTu tuir’.uK iii*i L» lmIl jci-fi nt > cow wu jV:cii?:I gold 
wd0iluL r i*a jwfnr, w* Lnrv to a«nuii tluit JiiiiiVi on the igrac af the 
ruuuiuul hud KCO pieum of i;-il>l hpiucutrid. oat, epth coutarpilcg la 
-is- T ji|j'; : — rrhiah glitii Lliiuid rnui.ch 




m ANTI&HITY OF COINAGE 

has been referred to in one of PftuinL , & autrppd 1 
nnd also in an i use fiction of the tenth century 
A.D. 4 Of oPBrse,, it m oat Lave denoted u coin 
which in value wjia onc-foutch of that coin 
■which was the standard monev T jual ns (ha 
modem denomination pevld or which b 

derived from the word ftida denotes four annas, 
if, exactly one-fourth of the standard coin, i:fs, 
(he rapes. Only if pMa is taken co stand for n 
cuia d it Li easy to understand chat Janata could at 
any moment get hold of 20,00$ r.uoh ccs[ti h from 
his treasury for being tied to thy horns of the cows. 

There ia uuotlkcr ola^q of coins referred to in 
(he Brahmans*, — 1 mean Krishonla. Ttins the 
Taittirlya-Bifthwia^-i has the (olio wiry passage: 

F ’ajasyldty&ifali. praya- 
ahekhati* t.e. he gives a Kpuhanja tn uaeh r&eer. 
Kj. , isho,fiia J »'e know, denotes the well -known 
ratit-iftCt or tf'i ify# berry, and what Erishpaia here 
means is a coin, possibly of goEd, weighing one 
fftinja bewy. This receives ramfirmatiofl from 
the fact that the Khth Oka-Sahib ita makes 
mention of hh-aityu Krishijsila, 1 i,e, the gold coin 
ffhishuala. X^LsIioata certainly eon tinned to be 
known as n coin os late m the time of Manu^ 
Thug in Chapter Till, e.g, t ha ordains that a 
hired oemml ur workman* who, without being 



' T. 1. 01, 1 U1-, t, 171 20 * 17*. 11. =■ l g, a, 7, 

■ x r, i . ■ vur.sis * sap } ut- w j a j, 10T. 




LECTURE II 



dl 

ill, out of pride fii i to pHrf-grm his work 
accorditag to tJie itgiflenignt, sli all be? lined 
ci^bt Kjpjahpjdua. 

It is well-known that, the namca of coins arc 
aisD tko cairmH of metal weights. Thus not 
only are hishka-., Suvarpn, pic.j the names of 
particular clasits o£ caina but they are also iho 
natuua uE iho weights according to which metrds 
are weighed* In most of the instances here 
adduced there cau he mo doubt that they are the 
names of coins, Lot m the case of a few of them 
some of you. will, I tut] riur« r tiiiuk that the n;Lmes 
s pe ci lied tuny he the names nf weights and 
not of coins. Thus iu (be fustamj*s of Ntshkaa 
from the J (Lottos and of Krish^alng which T htti'n 
cited above* it may pasaibly In* run bender! that 
ih is tio-t vm'V uttis facbori ly demousE fated that 
they are coins, and not the weights acecH'rliug to 
which metal bullion waa weighed and passed for 
mousy. Up till the advent of the British ad- 
ministration. the practice iu Burma, e#.,, was to 
carry Lumps of metal ns cuitouct and chop off 
thfl L-equiriid weight Iioiu the lump and tender 
the chip in useliEingo for the article wanted . 1 
And ft ib i| u i-.y possible to imagine that in the 
instances just referred to, gold buUIoa ccua! to 
one K i? lib a or Krishna iu weight is what i& 
meant, and not noeassudly a cciu of Lh&t 
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denomination, It ia^ howo™* to be no-tod ilia! 
in Burma there were only two denginhiaLt&uB cd 
weight. The Smaller, according tewhinh. bullion 

WSIs paid. in Burhlft 7is ltiOiu:v r Tray the Tjckal 
which. was almost invariably mentioned in 
computing money, ths otliEr and high nr clunomb 
nation being Visa wJiiek equalled one bund red 
T ideals but ttM eh was seldom used. 1 What is 
ngaiti noteworthy is that Tick&l and YEm were 
employed in weighing not only money but also 
goods. In India., on the ocher hand, there were 
at least six denO minacious in the JUtaka and 
earlier periotlrt, And thaj Were Used invariably to 
denote the n‘- 3 L"bL^ of matul or money* hut nevtir 
of potter If is again ineoncelvable that ns 
six different. dHnq-mimitbnsj Mu Id be employed 
in one and the Ham-? country for paying money 
by weight, Bor p if money is ta be paid by 
weight, at »fl. one or l wo denominations are 
quite enough r The natural conclusion k that 
they nil donated not simply money weights hut 
AlaD denominations of twins. And oven if we 
exclude Nishka, nml ICvisl i jabt, I have clearly 
shown that all the; uthi4 mim^Ts could. be of 

coins 1 only in the iiutauce* adduoed above. And 
it ttiereftJie, moat unnatural to smppese thud 
h'ishka and Kjdshnala alone denoted money 
weights, when Suvarms SatamlLna, Mashnka 
and Kflr'H]jaT.pLjja iverQ all Cuius. 
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But 'That- about Nishka SB ILo Vsdip period r 
you are rare to ijjteL'i'QgH.tii ms hams. Ill's see 
that in this period three types? uP ^pUl coins 
were known, cix^ Suvaroe* Satamsnft and. 
Kiiahijala. We boat about them als?n in th® 
post- Ye die period* up to l'.l [oast tbs decline and 
fall of the Guptil enipiru. But ttiEn in this 
later period we read JLbout LUe Tishka coins 
also, Were they, however, known in the unihur 
or Yedic period, luid, if bo, how £ar atudiar in 
this period can they lie traced ? 'Ibis is the 
question that Trill now present itself to you. I 
may at once telt yon tbjit mention has been 
mado ok' Niebline both iti tbe Brshmana and 
SatiihlLft Hseiionts of th-e Yediu literature. I 
juppone, some of ysni are acquainted with the 
story mentioned about LUkiiiako ArunS iu tbe 
£&ta paths 1 and Gonatha 11 BrsbiniUjas. Udda- 
3uka Arupij we are told, was driv in" about, as a 
chosen offering priest, amount the people of 
tbe northern country. By him a Mshfca wns 
offered to call out the timid to a disputation. 
Tear wiEod, thu- Jldthmaqa of the northern 
country, who elect 8v&idfiya.n*’liaiiTiska a( ; their 
champion. And l» fierce wrangling sl-cku in 
which, however, Svaida.yflmt’Saiunalctt had th& 
better of Uddfilaka Irunh lv bo gave sip to 
hhn the Niabka, Haying-, Thou art- learned* 

J It 4. 1. 1 k s. 
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iSvuidrtjFuirui ; and, verily, gold is given unco him 

VrLin- knows guld.” 

Let iia now try to find nub whether there are 
any references to k ^ jn the pre-BrAhmaija 
stKinn ol the Yedio compositions, But here it 
is necessary to repeat the remark which I made 
scmetinfle ago. Niflhk&, I then told jnn, is ased 
in tiro senses. It signifies 1 a coin f and also 
' jl acckliiee/ Unity are the piiasagep: in which 
the word ipjniio ,i& employed in the sense o£ r £L 
necklace,’ hut passages are net. wanting in which 
tlie other signification, of thoword occurs. Thus 
in the AtLfurpn-Yedaj Nish fen, da no ting n ™in, 
ihi found aA least in one placa. Thus wb Ii^ye a 
pas.-eige In- this Yada, c wlidra Knqrfuna, the 
liberal King of the Ttc.shamas, bestows upon a 
ltisiii along wUb ether things a hundred JS'ishkaa, 
which. oan here me an hiLihka coins only, and 
lint n^ckl^CeS, bcewLtsu tl was ^L-sic-rtLHTy to 
present one necklace only to a priest and because 
a linimirail mioklices could not be in tended for 

the personal cimam natation of a single indivi- 
dual, vis., the priest, Similarly, in the Jltat 
HandftEa of the Rig-Yeda rrc have & hymn in 
which the pnot- priest Kakslifvnt praises the 
munificence of liia patron, King BMvsyavya, 

that : 

Utt WFira^iq | 

" I* 120. 2. 
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4f A hundred Nishkaa from tli** kinjj, bese&nh- 
ing. !i hundred gift-steeds I at once accepted/ 1 
In rugnitl bn Ihis paRsa^re, t!- o authors of the 
* Yedi o Judex rightly say that '' m early aa the 
IRispedn traces are seen of the use of Kiahkag 
as a sort of currency, for a singer celebrates the 
TgO&tpb of fi hundred NiabkiH and a handled 
steeds : ho could. hardly require the TRqhkag 
merely for purpose of personal adornment. 1 ' 
In justice to Edward Thomas it must he said 
that It tfas lie who first drew attention to this 
among other pauaairus to prO^C ike eiistenoe of 
metallic ounraocy in the VLig-Yedic times/ 1 His 
other passages, however, were by no meanfl 
reliable, betaussa some were misinterpreted and 
others were matin Lu prov« far more than was 
logically warranted. It is for this reieson that 
the sin gift passage which 1 have just quoted hut 
which was firxl. pointed out by him toes not 
seem to Lave avrestwd the attention of scholars. 
But here ii question arises . what was the 
kind of rn&tailie currency represented by the 
Nishkaein the Eig-Yedic times ? Were they 
coined money or unatamped bullion currency f 
Lat lis see whether we car settle this point more 
precisely. Jusc ft short while ago, I told you 
that ng in classical, so in Vsdio Sanskrit, the 
word jfisiio ii used also in the sense of 1 a 

1 1, 45tE. 
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tiflckbioe.' 'Yedic Saxi^kL'it : must, of course, 
include the ^Lffc- Sriirih [tft. From this SftiiiUtS I 
havg already quoted a verse in which tti&fr ita 
occurs iu the sens* of at least 5 metallic currency/ 
If any instance of the other sense from thlei 
source m required, it is supplied by JJytnn ^S3 of 
Masala IT of t.lje ^ifveda. The line in 
question is : 

ArttsTiffl irorffasaf ijutf fhia^^ i 

Here the god B.udra, to whom this hymn is 
addressed, le descriljeJ jih rearing' a n £ shka or 
golden, chain or necklace. But he it noted that 
this aiiiMn is called viim-^Ufa, "What can 
j-%?a mean ? "Does it signify 'omnifarm’ F Tf sc, 
what is meant by saying that Slid re’s necklace 
was ommlortu ? 1 am afraid ibis does not con* 

vey any good samso, an& we must try to find out 
what could he the natural nnti proper sense of 
this term ? Before, however, we can hope to 
arrive, at any rate, at a plAsudhle solution, we 
must consider the question i how could the Tronl 
nisfrka chhih to signify both f a oui'i'oncy s and !t 
1 necklace ' F "Wos there in the nature of thinge 
anything common which could make any one 
of these senses yield the other. A little reflec- 
tion will tell yon that this, j.h possible only if we 
auppuso that N ishkA moan b not simply r a cur- 
rency 1 hut : a coin,' and chat Klshlra denoted a 
necklace because it cormstcd of ^inhfcfui — tho 
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ooinfi. The practice o£ making nec^lacet out 
of (joins is prevalent- almost nil cpcr India; and 
is by no means unknown, I am tcld, evun in 
.Bengal, In StahilL'ishtra, I know, ?h» poorer 
classes get a goidsLmib to cast gold coins In 
imitation of certain By Glutting Originals which 
they call ptiiafoa, which *re afterwards strung 
into a jiflckkee which, also U called putafya. If 
a neb is tbe case to this day in hlah&ruahfcra, we 
can canity understand how ‘a gold ooEn* find k a 
necklace’ 1 can both he nailed pisAfrc,. The prsn- 
tice of fastening colds into a neoklaue Can by 
no means bo regarded as a feature of modem 
India only* hut waa actually in vogue in 
ancient times also. Thus the Jaina canonioal 
work enLttlcd thu K(ttpa~soii'a t 1 which describing 
§r|, the guddest oi beauty* whom Trife lff, 
muLber of MalnLvira, saw In her dream, speaks 
of the former as Ijoai'ing 

i,e. P n fliL'ing: □£ DlnSria oil Lei breast, Now, 
lb tiLi-T^, ag most of yon are aware, is fin Indian 
gold coin adopted from the Human deMfiitf 
during the ELuihfcim sule in the first century 
A, I), And here we are told that a wain or 
neck Lace was made of these gold coins and 
adorned th« i]Pt5i-it of the goddess l5rl, Thu 
custom oi stringing coins into a necklace is thus. 

' P. 41 r BUI, 13']. i2J. An inncriptfooi *r Svi*G"ra6n /.isci 
E24M £ui.ft tf^r.ks ul u uijir.lii:-: K'Ti! iotilif a? «rjL jnl.l Mblikti CC.SJ 
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nob of rcludorn origin, "b Lit Tnaa prevalent \in 
ancleni India "alao. It id, therefore, uLLy 
reasonable te say that 1 a necklace ' was called 
nu&to, ha causa it wr* made of coins culled 
ttwjWa*. Xieh-kci rn.ua t, therefore, be taken in 
the sense of cuiu* ami not merely of r & metal- 
lic currency - 1 If this natural explanation ia not 
accepted, I a^fcj haw are you going to interpret- the 
ward miva^rupa occurring in the hymn referred 
to above, hmv emu you expluitt satisfactorily the 

goil Rudrii'e Wearing u nek luce lb-sib waflturfiJd-fRpfl, 
A good sense of the lerin oiSuo-rSp® El L: possible 
to fix upon, otjJj if we admit that niffika mound 
« necklace, originally a h - uny rate. Cun sis Ling of 
Nishka coins. The in i n'&w*rJ^0 nan at once 

be recognised to he & word technical to the old 
Indian sclenoe of numi&maiics and denoting the 
symbol oi- figure on a. coin which ior that reason 
is. styled f-Tipm, The. term it, met with in this 
technical fignaft net only in the early Eraiimanicftl 
but also in the Buddhist literature. We shall 
come to know more about it in the fourth lecture 
of this senes. But suffice it Lo repeat here bhat 
r&pQ signifies a symbol or figure on ft coin , and 
this enables us at once r.opereeiTe the significance 
of ciiva^ilpa. What the seer, or rather the com- 
poser of the hymn, means is that the necklace 
worn by the deity Rutlra war com posed of Nish ka 
coins, and that y us t because tteso iNiahkn coEna 
bore various or figures uu them, the 
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n eck lace was nattnaUy viSza-riipu. The earliest o£ 
coins foutd in India are the punch-marked coins, 
uud. we Juiow that no less than three hundred 
different devices or i-Ttyas have been marked on 
them, No wonder il the necklace cf Rudm 
which was made of Nishka coins h described a* 
pitfo»^Sps N Lc. N covered with manifold rvjfoj or 
figures. 5 This seems to bo the most natural and 
reasonable interpretation of tbo phreiso triitn^iOpa 
which qualifies the term in the tense of 

* necklace, 1 And this ia additional evade uca to 
show that NislikiLH Were coined money and not 
merely m&tnJlio Currency. In feet, unstamped 
metallic currency nlso wju* nnt unknown in the 
JjUjj-V adit period, jluc3 ls distinauigbed from tire 
Nisilkits by a distinct phraseology. Thus Mftio- 
dala VI OOnLnLi.nk a hymilj which ze a pnne.gyric 
by Lhc IjtisliL Garga of the IKing "Divcdas, sou of 
In Lhif. hymn there* is emo T^ik which 
finuinerutes the gifts ljflsCowFd by this king on 
the ppet-prinst. Aodftcnojip thuse mention is made 
of (Iain hiranya-pmtlit which the "Risfii received. 
Now. what does kii'ayyfr-jpwfa mean here P As 
these ft'irwtya-pfy'Jitf! have been specifically men- 
tioned as ten, it appears that each kinufpfrpwifa * 
conformed to a definite recognised value, And 

1 7 Ml Lh 4 s:n:Lly -:ii> I cL*.-Jl nib, Linn pfti iijjnn Lbs plirnM by E. 
Tlii'imim. W-IiG -irjtll}' Dltt> illi>^ QUh aLLm.£*n In LrJtihnnf hnlvi^i. 

£ithj|i , r-d^^in □wmTin'i In NcttfIiohl idiEjilihJL EJtiAJliiiL i.ilk (JSQ,— 
jLLW, aj^fljL 
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as the word [Aiftfit shows, it tybs bullion ben ten 
inh<j somewhat definite, i.e^ probably roundish, 
shape, Thu hinmifti-piytfat, which the seer 
Gar^a received, appear, ChuFtfure, to be buttons 

of '.vIlii-Il piH.Hed m- t Hi!.-L:LJji.|i | ":i money in the 

Kig-Yedic period. Of OQurte, there is nothing 
stiimge in both stamped and unstamped money 
circulating ij one and the same period. 7s” ot 
many yours ago, as you mil recollect, theJHiabuaa, 
which ware una lamped copper eoiflSj circulated 
freely in Bengali along w ixb Ktumpad coinage of 
various! denominations, We need noi* therefore, 
bn surprised, if n o dud from the lJig-Tedai that 
both fri-i '^tjp : ■ i- i ti;kis and Tfishkas, i.e.. unstamped 
and stft!«peirl money, were current at one ead the 
same rime. 

UoWj. what is the upshot of the whole diseus- 
hloTi 'f Wa And that not only PfULitira Sxitt^ia or 
Buddhist Birth S Lories, hut all aeottons of the 
Vedic I iterative, contain undoubted references to 
tbe different classes of coins. Thus the coins 
called fir Ishiialas, suvarnm, Saismanas and 
kos hare been mentioned not only in Che J5 i-ali- 
idsHjs but also in tho BLsihblti portions of the 
Yedtta. The cojelcIll-ijod i$, therefore, irresistible 
that the art of coining was known to India 
when the Yedic Aryans composed ihuir hymns. 
I am aware that different scholars have propound 
eel different theories in regard to the duration of 
the Yearn period, eipuriuAty in refill to its 
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initial point. , ] v hi]?i according' to ioitus of them 
ths Vedic period begins trnm 1300, accord- 
ing to Home -from 16W) and ucctuding io soiroe 

fig. 3 , in from 2000 IhC.., all han'ever agreeing that 
it terminates about S00 B.C, The 'jigs of tbs 
Yeda’ waa About etevAn years ago subjected to 
n starching' and exhaustive Bomtan j by Frof. 
Wmtemitz, whose views have now-a-daya to bo 
accepted, tf Am the result of the invest igubiynn 
at the last ten yeara/ 1 anys litj ,( tl could b* said 
that it- is probable that in plaea nf 50(1 B.C, will 
hava to bn substituted the data goo B,C-p and it 
is more probable that the initial date fails in the 
third rather ihuu in the second millennium/' 1 
Thu&j according to Prof. Wlntsmita, the Vadic 
period io all probability ejttenda from 2500 to 
300 13.0, if thia ia so, coined rnonay must bn 
considered to ho eiiating In Judin as early as the 

EQlddte of the third niilioti.il i LL Ed. Ik: turn Chriat. 

la it, net theraforc ahaiird to say, &a TCumnsdy 
and Smith hare done, that India did not 
know of any coined money before 4 jIM> or 
700 B. C. ? What i.s strange is that they 
haye expressed this sweeping view even 
when t-hoy had B. Thomas 1 book before them 
and especially the pasaaga from the ILig- 

yedu quoted above. This, J faellova, hua ta ho 
attrihutsd to the tendency of hoitih European 
scholars to regard everything Indian that ia good 
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or original el? having ljeeu adoji l«d. from the 
foreigner and os being of ft eomparafiTely late 
d&te. Thin tendency, lam Afraid, even a savant 
like Max Muller was r.o-, able to shake off from 
his mind. Lnai year while lecturing on ilia 
ancient alphabet of India T Emd oeensiim to show 
how far ise had esbEbi^eo it. This year it fa my 
jhisfortune to point out how far ho has manifested 
it In regard to the subject- w* hn.ve been coil' 
tffdering b era Lu-nigliL Mai: Miiliev emphatic 
call? maintain? that 11 Lbs Hindus derived their 
knowledge of coined mynay from foreign 
nations/' 1 But then wlmt betaines oF the word 
Niahka which occurs in the sense of a gold coin 
and which was certainly know]] to him a lie being 
a prR'Rminent Vcdie scholar? Tbi$ is what he 
says: ^ Nothing seems to ho more likely than 
that it should lie derived from Knnuihka, the 
Sanskrit name of Kanerbi, a? we speftk of a 
" Sovereign,' 7 the French of a " Louis." The 
First syllable K& may ho taken as the usual royal 
prefix, particularly w? Fnltian uftlb the same king 
Jianika and Nika . Yet nobody would draw from 
this die conclusion that the Veda mas written 
after the time cl Kanislika, If Mishka he really 
derived ficm Jiu- Mishka, Kautshka must hare 
been tin: name or t i lLu of ino re ancient kings, 
whose money became known fi: India/ 1 In 
ether words, what Mai 31 idler means is that 
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ther& niuat have been foreign kings of tbe nymn 
or title of TCanislika tefore t-lic Yed&wfie written. 
And why this preposterous supposition ? Became; 
the word Niahia in the nsnsc of 1 a coin : occurs 
in the #ig-Ttdrt> and certainly the Hindus de- 
rived their knowledge of coined mousy from the 
foreign nations !! In justice to Prof. Here M ulLcr 
at miisL be tafd tint he does admit thaL “ jMahka 
may have a very different etymology ” bo the are 
that he has proposed. Blit he makt-ii LIjls remark 
ao incidentally and covertly as to make very 
little impression on the mind u\ the student who 
reads hie view about the derivation of Nisbka 
from Knnishltfl, and i' leaves abaulntaiy no doubt 
in the mind til ini impartial and dispassionate 
scholar m-h Lo the kind, of bins which h impelled 
Prof, Max M filler to his view. A far tetter 
judicial frame of mind has been displayed by 
E. Thomas, who traces the Sanskrit word, 
bo the Semitic root flittffoi, s to be weighed, 5 hut 
he admits that the Aryans of India lS donot 
appear to have imported or bad any know] edge 
of the Hebrew shekel of SBQ greine. So that the 
integrity of the Indian system of weights remains 
altogether unaffected." 1 

1 am aware that it its pc-iidljlg to suggest any 
number of etymological esplanations fer the 
word Jsfaftin, e.Q., the authors of the Sttbtla- 
kaipa^di- Bfirna Jtnd -he ¥tichubpQ.Ly(t derive it from 

1 Nft.— JlW., I'T, 
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ttifl root tli ui m&cJtftyetiti kilyath eahhnfa 

= ifi But, such etymoEqgitfij T urn afntltf, are any- 
thing but convincing. Fur we know that names 
of eomE are names of weighted Ko derivation 
of the won! imkka cats therefore be acceptable 
to tie except that from a root which means '* to 
weigh.’* 1 E. Thomas 1 proposal connecting it with 
the Semitic root signifying IF to lie weighed ’* 
has time apparently so mu tiling In it to com mend 
itoeli? to ua, especially as tnUce-l is also the name 
ot a weight in Persia. But this miaeai is equal 
to 72 grains of barley corn only, whereas a 
If ishka weighs PfHJ ouch grainn. Whether, ibcro- 
forej it is pca t tn3sH.|3^e to equate Nlshka with 
Mimfll ia Very doubtful. And Avon if we trace 
the Sanskrit word to the Semitic root, wo must 
bear th mind that such a p-popciftl can at 
beat go to show that the Aryan and Semitic) 
IwiguagOs indiiDttcfld each other — -a conclusion 
that is to no way surprising. This cannotj how- 
ever, be token as evidence to show that the art 
of eom-making was imported Juk? India From 
the Semitic country, because outside India no 
hi^tollio currency is known to exist prior to 
800 B.C. Besides. no Semitic word of an early 
period ia yet knows* corresponding to iateifrif 
in sound and denoting a weight, like it. Hence 
Edward Thomas ia right in Raying that 11 the 
integrity of the Indian system □! weights 
remains altogether unaffected.” 




LECTURE 1L 



T5 



Hut this as not nil. The extreme antiquity 
os’ coinage is proved also from another source. 
The 11 punch- marked coins'* which arc the 
earliest of the coins heteupto discovered in India 
point precisely to the mme conclusion. But 
this matter had baiter be reserved for the next- 
lecture where I am trotting of the l£arsLRpay2i£. 




LECTURE TIT. 

Kilts flAPAtTA : rre hatuhe ahi> ANirgninr. 

I« my tat loeture I discussed the quastEon 
■of the Antiquity of coinage in India, Iq con- 
nection with this discussion, I had to refer 
principally to certain classes of coins, such a.s 
the Nishka, tamflua, Suvariin and no forth. 
And as these ate gold ooina, you may well 
nail npw whether n^ne but gold coinage! wftts 
known in India up to the fifth century RC. 
This fa the Jjfac question that must suggest 
itself to us here. Again, if thwrn were current 
in India, during this «irly period Gains of metal 
or metals other chan gold, can we expect them 
nho to throw some light run the question of the 
antiquity of raiiuagn in India which wo consider- 
ed in the litsfc lecture;? Thin Is Lhe second ques- 
tion L-L :l! must also uc&ur to us. You will 
naturally expftfit ole to tackle them both here, 
This task 1 will therefore impose upon myself 
in this Induce. 

Now. the El's: question that I ?lth called 
upon lu answer, es you have just seenj la 
whether there were any coins known in this 
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sarly period which were of metal other than 
gold. Even in iny laut Lecture, if you teraurn- 
liet rLglitJyi I had occasion to imike mention oF 
a class nf coins called Kn.ra liJI .pu^aj. which is 
fra<] naal-ly referred to in ihc .Taints litereliurfb 
and far more frequently than the ciasaea of gold 
odofl, such as 'Nishkft, Suvarpa ami do an. The 
Jfrthika storEw, &i any raio such of ihfjm as 
contain referenced to coins, jive ns the impres- 
sion that tin* Ktasbfipapta was of three parities, 
according as it was of gold, silv&r And copper. 
Gold KSoKiiftpAiia, however, appears to lie eel- 
dmn referred to, rhe common types being either 
silver or copper. The different divisions of this 
coin standard I ri ■ It ii rdinp-'Livi, A r d li -'i-- K&i 'fl 3 J ;t papa, 
Ettda-KfljihRpmj*, Chstur-MfiBhaka, Tr] -Masha- 
ka„ DvbMhfihata, Bka-MaaliakA, Ajrrlha -M&shaka 
and fcakAJjfki. The values and weights oE these 
mine will receive our iuU Attention later on, hub 
1 have hero specified the different tokens of this 
system fo order fco show how big the table for 
this money is, I shttJ] now show you, in brie! 
of course, how wide was the circulation of this 
money in the society depicted by tbs ilAUka 
tales. Thus the (j&mAnl-Cbaijda Jataka speaks 
of a king of Eenares who is noted for his wisdom 
And impartiality. While one day he is in the 
judgment hall, two uas«s mime up for considers' 
tf on i n which one and the same individual, nam&ljj 
Gamsj^i C]iftnda f is charged with having failed 
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to return a pair uT which ore stolen by 

thieves and wEth having caudcil a grilc rails hurl 
to a, ]ftg- TbekEr-^ decides that Chanda 

shall pay the pried af each animal to its owner. 
Lkul- of tlie pair uC u.\nn l^in^ iwen ty- lour fmil 

oi the horse au-e thomseud Kfirahapaj^s, 1 Of 
«UT56> those must be silver Kilrahapaoas, as 
copper ur sold Kteehftpaoas wo aid bn too 3ow or 
bun Mgli a price b> pay fur ^lio *5e animaLs. Thun 
another Jiltaka gives us the story of a landed 
proprietor who loses Ills prtrce! of a thousand 
TCarehspanas which falls into the river he ip 
crossing, The parcel is. however swallowed, by 
a big fish ',v lit eh la caught by a fisherman, and 
is sold for ■seifen MMkakas to the landed pro- 
prietor who ia transported ivith joy to recover 
his money as his, wife was dressing the fish. 1 
These too mint be silver KAraM-papaa as the seven 
Atfehftkas mentioned Ei ere a? the price o£ the hah 
can he a oopper token of silver money only, 

Vurfinu and numerous are the details of uvery 
day life portrayed in the Jaiiik&s where ire find 
the Karshiipaua and iLs small money phiylng an 
important part. Thus & professional aaaaswr 3a 
paid eight Ks^hfipa^ns as his fee, 11 and a nice 
plump dog Is bought, for one Kfushapana,- 1 A 
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as* is had foe eight UkrBhapmjM, utid « 
fawn for Oht ur l wo XfiTstliLpa nu& only/ A 
b u.eiH of "tii#*, nEftin, fetches one MBehaka , 3 
and for the same small coin can ho had a jar 
of liquor, j A MSsbaka or jYrdha-MittfFiak&j. 
again, is the daily wagu of h coolie, + And a 
dyad mouse h pui'chased for a single KlLcapikij 8 ' 
a-lmn&i thy JoivdjkI money piece of the day, to 
seme ui food to a cat in a tavern, nod ao on and 
so on. In fact, whosoever reads these rT&takaa 
cure folly cannot fail in lie- impressed by the tnvt 
that stiver Karshftpanu and its snukilar tokens 
were intimately connected not nnty with the 
commercial life but also the dwily intercourse of 
the period to which theae tales bteou^. CJ,nitei 
ill LfGepirt£ with this ia the fact that in ih& early 
Buddhist worta when, any big sums of money 
are specified, no name ol coin is adduced, that 
of Kilrsbapu^o bring understood as is quite clear 
by i La occasional mention .* KtLrsh&paiQa wan, 
Lhurefc-re, Looked upon hh I.Lii: ntandard coin, and 
Ihe coined money stored in royal treasuries is 
thus described as Kirsha.pa£&. 

Though in the majority of the instances in 
which KarstApnpu is mentioned in. the Xito.ka 

■ juae, i«], t . m. 
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literature, Et refer only to the silver coin* 
instances are not wanting in uhith copper and 
gold l£ai'siiiL[ia!Ofta can atone be understood to 
have been referred Lm, Thus to hire a c«r ridge 
in Benm-ea by the hour emit 5 Keirp-tiftfi^iS-s , 
The suae amount wbh ncneidoreil to be a remu- 
neration lit for a baiter. Again* tailoring 
repairs well dona* in u Hiilitirh of Jinnaree, 
brought in money at the rate of 1,000 pieces a 
day. Similarly, a. fisher womar- fa tiuad eight, 
Kill's hrLpiijibL-i 1 Ln theaa and a few more such 
iustanoea it L* ira posaiblu to eonoiitvc Kitf shEtparLs. 
as ixuim uf uny m«taE c liter than cep per. 

Gold KftrahapaijAfl also wore not unknown. 
J Hhfdl giyA i>niy One reference. Thu Hibhu- 
Jatalto 1-ells us nf a merchant of the Kiii 
country who, when be di$d, left behind a trea- 
sure of forty croree of AiraaSn or gold pieces.* 
His wife aho died* but so strong was bar love o£ 
money that she was re-bom a mouse and dwelt- 
over the treasure. She felt in love with a stone- 
cutter, so much so indeed* that she gave hirra at 
first one, bit of let Wards tffQ or t-fci'efc, Karahft- 
paifais every day till by degrees she gave him 
tho whole hoard. Here the tvunaure is stated to 
consist of forty orores of gold pt«*sM whfah are 
afterwards referred to jis K3rsh5p-L^as by giving 

1 JUAB., I !KI] , Pji. HKH-| 
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